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I Thank You God...
I Thank you God for most this amazing day by E E Cummings (1894–1962).
E E Cummings was well known for his scrambled words and use of the lowercase
letter “i” in his poems, and punctuation was only used for shock effect.

i thank You God for most this amazing
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes
(i who have died am alive again today,
and this is the sun's birthday; this is the birth
day of life and love and wings: and of the gay
great happening illimitably earth)
how should tasting touching hearing seeing
breathing any—lifted from the no
of all nothing—human merely being
doubt unimaginable You?
(now the ears of my ears awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)
I sit down to write this article in the midst of fear. On the news, on the lips of
friends and strangers, across the internet. This fear affects the way we
communicate with one another, how we behave and ultimately our health
too. We have entered lockdown 3 and even with the vaccines being
administered everywhere, I sense fear which, as I discovered when reading
the story of the Magi again, is contagious - ‘Herod was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him;’ The knock-on effect of that fear as the story continues
is that coupled with a despot in the shape of Herod, fear led to many children
under 2 years old being murdered. Whatever the dangers that life brings us,
and the help that a small dose of fear might bring with its ‘fight or flight’
reaction, we cannot, we must not allow fear to take over.
Coming across the poem above just as I was preparing to write this article
did me good. It made me wonder if the antidote to fear, even in uncertain
and difficult times, is possible for everyone. To be thankful. Each day. Each
amazing day. Even in the midst of a long list of what we can’t do, we perhaps
can find something, however small to be grateful for and it will be, I think,
one of the most powerful antidotes to fear.
Those of you feeling particularly low or worried at the time of reading this
article may feel cross at what seems to be a lack of empathy or a lack of
understanding of how hard life can be at the moment for you or for the many
others we are hearing about. I want to assure you this is not a sugar-coated
message without a little first-hand knowledge of fear and the effect of being
3

thankful. Not least because my own mum has tested positive for
Covid19. She has many of the underlying conditions that make this
especially dangerous for her, and of course I am not allowed to visit her, but
I find the anxiety about this is eased by framing the situation from another
perspective. Giving thanks for the wonders of technology, that I can not only
speak to her but I can see her through the wonders of the internet. That
she/we live in a culture where there is the possibility of medical care, even
though it is stretched to breaking point…I give thanks that the same medical
care has probably saved her life numerous times that we don’t even know
about, through medications and operations…that some of the care staff in
her nursing home truly seem to care about her as a person rather than a
job. I am thankful that we have shared a good number of years, and created
a good number of memories. (NB - As I write my mother is weathering the
Covid storm well enough.)
The situations making you fearful may be Covid-related or may be something
completely different, and it may be hard to be thankful, but my invitation is to
try, no matter how small a thing you are grateful for, no matter whether it
doesn’t seem to make a difference…to bring something you are grateful for
into your conscious mind, let it sink into your heart, say the words out loud if
it helps, or write them down at the end or beginning or even in the middle of
the day. Don’t limit yourself, find things throughout the day, especially when
it’s feeling especially difficult. It might not change the situations we find
ourselves in, but it might just change how we feel or how we react to others,
and perhaps then our thankfulness will become contagious to others rather
than our fear. And perhaps our actions, a gentle hello to a stranger, stepping
aside to let someone pass with a smile, a wave or a kind word might
transform someone else’s day and give them a reason to be thankful.
God bless
Love Eve

February 2021 Common Worship Lectionary Year B
Sunday 7 February The Second Sunday before Lent
Prov. 8: 1, 22-31; Col. 1: 15-20; John 1: 1-14

Sunday 14 February The Sunday next before Lent
2 Kings 2: 1-12; 2 Cor. 4: 3-6; Mark 9: 2-9
Wednesday 17 February ASH WEDNESDAY
Isa. 58: 1-12; 2 Cor. 5: 20b-6:10; Matt. 6: 1-6, 16-21
Sunday 21 February The First Sunday of Lent
Gen. 9: 8-17; 1 Pet. 3: 18-end; Mark 1: 9-15
Sunday 28 February The Second Sunday of Lent
Gen. 17: 1-7, 15-16; Rom. 4: 13-end; Mark 8: 31-end
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‘When This is Over’ by Laura Kelly Fanucci
When this is over, may we never again take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbours
A crowded theatre
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine check-up
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.
When this ends
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way — better
for each other
because of the worst.
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Resources from the Church of England
There are a range of new and existing Christian resources available for
people to engage with at this difficult and challenging time in the life of the
nation and the world:
Weekly service broadcasts - these are made available each Sunday
through the Church's Facebook page.


Time to Pray app - everything you need for Prayer During the Day, with
variations according to the day of the week and the season of the
Church’s year. Download for free.



Daily hope – offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship
services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone, 24 hours
a day – 0800 8048044



Daytime prayer and Night prayer service audio - building on the
existing daily prayer feed, this includes daytime prayer and night prayer
for each day, in audio and text. Texts available in both contemporary
and traditional forms for Prayer during the Day, Evening Prayer, Night
Prayer and Morning Prayer, taken from Common Worship: Daily Prayer.
Available on the Church of England website and as a downloadable
app.



Songs of Praise – every Sunday on BBC1 at 1.15pm.



Choral Evensong – every Sunday on Radio 3 at 3.00pm, and every
Wednesday at 3.30pm.



The BBC's Daily Service – on BBC Radio 4 LW, at 9.45am and at
bbc.co.uk.



Mental health reflections – 13 daily reflections that seek to provide
hope, reassurance and comfort. We have also published five tips to help
tackle loneliness and isolation.



Smart speaker apps – the Church of England’s smart speaker apps
enables millions of users to ask the Church of England for prayers,
explanations of the Christian faith, location-based information about
local church events and services, and more. It can be used with Amazon
Alexa and Google Home.
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Finding your hidden treasure, a series on
silent prayer, number 57 – The last one!
Sing, but keep on walking
After more than five years we reach the 64th and last chapter of Benignus
O'Rourke's great little book on silent prayer, Finding your hidden treasure.
Ben died in 2018, but every page of his little book witnesses to a life spent
teaching silent prayer by listening to people and directing them carefully,
gently, sensitively.
Ben's final quote from St Augustine is this,
Let us sing God's praises here below.
Let us sing Alleluia to sweeten our toil.
Sing as travellers sing along the road; but keep on walking.
Relieve your toil by singing.
Do not yield to idleness.
Sing, but keep on walking.
What do I mean by 'walking'?
I mean, press on from good to better.
Go forward then in virtue, in true faith and right conduct.
Sing up - and keep on walking. (Sermon 256)
And Ben finishes his book with these words,
"Don't stray off the road, he tells us. Don't go back. Don't stay where you
are.
So, make progress in awareness, in searching, in laughter, in loving, in
hoping, in the poetry of life.
Sing, and keep on walking. Do not hesitate or turn back. Keep on walking.
Love in order to find God."
If you would like some company in the walk (and even in some risk-assessed
out door singing!) do come along to meditation or join by zoom.
All are welcome. For times and details please see the diary pages or email.
One, with you in the love that unites us all,
Peter
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Found whilst looking on the internet from a eulogy at a requiem mass for
Ben...
God bless
love Peter
To end, a graphic image Ben used during a one-off talk on prayer in St
Joseph’s Church, Broomhouse, Edinburgh (not the beautiful Edinburgh as
on TV). He recounted that prior to the talk, he had joined myself and Leo the
Labrador in St Joseph’s kitchen for a DIY sandwich, Leo sitting between
stove and table. As Ben took bacon from the fridge, as he took 2 slices of
Tesco white loaf, as he put the rashers on the grill, Leo’s head and eyes
never lost focus. Again, Leo pointed nose and eyes solely at the fragrant
grilling, then as Ben put bacon on bread on plate next to the grille and Ben
carried them to his chair, Leo’s head, eyes and nose swivelled to follow the
sandwich into Ben’s mouth, attending to each mouthful. Not a whimper, no
body movement, no begging, just one still clear focus and hope. Ben: “And
that is prayer.”

NOTICES OF FUTURE EVENTS AND WORSHIP
For more information on any of the events below please contact the church
office or a member of the clergy using the details at the front of the
magazine.
Thank you for buying Socks and Soaps…the final profit and total raised
was £335.00 for church funds. There will be an opportunity throughout the
year to buy soap and socks, so when you feel the need for some sustainable
gifts, or treat for yourself let evepegler@gmail.com know.
What’s on in February
We don’t yet know what gatherings will be possible in February, but we will
definitely be doing what we can to join together either via zoom, telephone
or in church. This month we will celebrate the feast of Candlemas - the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple; we will find ourselves using up our
treats on Shrove Tuesday, ready for Ash Wednesday and entering into Lent,
as well as regular worship throughout the month.
You will find details weekly (or sometimes more regularly via e-mail of what’s
on via zoom, or online, or in the church. Please join our circulation list for
news, by contacting Carole in the benefice office.
gillinghamanglican@gmail.com
Zoom Coffee Morning Wednesday’s at 11am. As lockdown eases for
some, for those who are shielding, or those who are anxious meeting up
physically, and it is still difficult, the Zoom Coffee Morning is continuing.
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If you would like to join the coffee morning let Carole
know gillinghamanglican@gmail.com and she will send you a link. Bring
your own tea or coffee and sweet treat and enjoy seeing others you know
and perhaps those you don’t from around the benefice on your screen. We
have a chat and then end with short prayers.
Last year’s Palm Crosses. Be part of making the Ash, which might be used
at services on Ash Wednesday by bringing last year’s Palm Crosses to
church and leaving them on the table just inside the door on the right hand
side.
Lent in Lockdown. When details are known, they will be published on the
website and via the e-mail newsletter. See also February Services on p 12.
Meditation Taking time aside to be still and quiet helps us to be open to God
and to one another. There are opportunities most weeks to join corporately
in meditation throughout the benefice either on Zoom or in St Mary’s
Church. In February meditation will be on Thursday 4th and 18th at 7.30pm
and on Saturday 13th and 27th February at 10am. If you would like the link
for zoom please contact evepegler@gmail.com
Recycling when we begin to come out of the next Lockdown - Terracycle
Recycling in the VSR, Queen Street, Gillingham 10.30am - 12noon on
Friday’s when we are out of lockdown. Save your biscuit, sweet and
chocolate wrappers, crisp packets and Pringle tubes, oral care tubes etc like
toothpaste tubes, bread bags, coffee pods, milk bottle tops, pens, felt tips
and other stationary items. Please make sure you have pre-sorted them into
separate bags so you can speedily deposit them in the boxes. Remember
to bring a mask, to keep your distance and to sanitise your hands on the way
in and out.
Eco Cafe Loose Goods - Home Delivery. The Loose Goods Shop is
offering home deliveries at the moment. If you want to cut down your use of
plastic and purchase some of your groceries direct into your own tubs or
other recycled tubs, you can let evepegler@gmail.com know. Most goods
are sourced via Suma Co-operative who sell ‘…natural, responsibly sourced
products …’ or local suppliers like organic flour from Cann Mill in Compton
Abbas. Watch out for more details of re-opening in the near future.
With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions please do
continue to look out for the most up to date information on the newsletter and
e-mail which
you can sign up for by e-mailing Carol
on gillinghamanglican@gmail.com. The website ‘What’s on’ page also has
regular posts www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk. Please do remember your
neighbours who don’t have online access and print off the relevant
information for them if you can.
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Monthly Letter, February 2021
From the Dean of Salisbury

According to ancient tradition (!) the probationer choristers of the Cathedral
celebrate Shrove Tuesday by cooking pancakes in the Deanery kitchen.
Boys, girls, and staff members crowd around as lemons are squeezed, sugar
is scattered, and pancakes are flipped. Some are caught and some are not:
the presence of two Deanery tortoises in the corner of the room is always a
significant distraction. Above the din I try to explain how once upon a time
this was the day when all the household’s butter and eggs were used up in
readiness for the Lenten fast.
Pancakes eaten, we troop out into the back garden for a more solemn but
no less fascinating ritual. The stacks of palm crosses collected from the
congregation in previous weeks are thrown into a fire, and the probs are told
about the ashing that will take place in the Cathedral the following day.
Appetite and curiosity satisfied, the children return to school.
None of that will happen this year. Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday fall
within the earliest dates envisaged for the ending of our current lockdown,
and it seems inconceivable that we will be able to observe Lent – or, for that
matter, Holy Week and Easter – in anything like the manner to which we
were once accustomed. Like the butter and the eggs, like the probationers’
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pancakes, our routines, our traditions, our habits are being devoured by a
pandemic which seems to go on and on.
And, we might ask, when all these have been devoured, what is left? The
answer is: the ash. The gritty, resilient, irreducible residue that clings to the
bottom of the barbeque when the palm crosses have been burnt and the
flames have died down. It’s this gritty, resilient, irreducible residue that we
daub on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday. Ash is what remains when
everything else has been taken away.
It makes you think. Ash which cannot be destroyed; ash which endures. This
year of all years, could there be any more potent symbol of God’s gritty,
resilient, irreducible love for us?
Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos

Thank you to the box holders of St Mary the Virgin Church, Gillingham whose
contributions totalled £104.63. Funds raised from The Children Society’s
collection boxes are vital in helping improve the lives of children who feel
scared, unloved and like they simply don’t matter. Last year communities
across the country raised over £1.4 million to help children rediscover their
hope and happiness.
Last year, the Children’s Society worked with over 11,000 vulnerable children
and young people, bringing life changing support. This includes helping
families trapped in poverty and debt, providing support to young carers and
combating child sexual exploitation. The kindness and compassion shown
by box holders in donating, enables the Society to make it possible for these
children to escape from potentially harmful surroundings and lead the
happier lives that they deserve.
If you do not already have a collection box for The Children’s Society and
would like to have one, please contact local Box Coordinators David and
Janet Botterill, Tel. 01747 821601.
For more information please telephone David and Janet or visit The Church
of England Children’s Society website:
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
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FEBRUARY SERVICES
Public worship for the benefice continues with a weekly Sunday
10:00am Holy Communion service at St Mary’s, Gillingham. The
worship will be subject to the government regulations of 'hands, face
and space' and may be subject to change depending on government
restrictions.
With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions
please check the website ‘What’s on’ page www.gilinghamanglican.co.uk
or contact the Parish Office.
At the time of publication there will be no public worship in the buildings of
Silton and Milton on Stour but there will be worship on line and in St Mary’s
Church for the whole benefice.
For public worship in the benefice, all are welcome but that doesn't mean
that all should come. If you are shielding or in the household of someone
shielding you will not be in a position to attend. If you are extremely
vulnerable (over 80) or vulnerable (over 70 or with a health condition) you
may want to attend, but instead may wait until the risks are lower for you.
There are lots of great ways that you can join in worship with others whilst
staying at home - a radio service, a service on the television or internet, or
reading your prayer book, aware that others are at home reading theirs. You
might like to think of it more like hibernation than isolation.
If having weighed all these things up you are going to attend St Mary's you
will be very welcome. Let us make sure that together we look after one
another and continue to observe the hands, face, space guidance. We have
chosen to have the service at St Mary's because it is a more spacious
building, and has more entrances and exits.
Our approach here is part of a co-ordinated approach across the deanery
which sees some churches suspending public worship and some continuing.
St Mary's also remains open for private prayer every day of the week.
St Nicholas, Silton is open for private prayer between 12noon and
4:00pm every Wednesday.
We will continue to review arrangements each week taking into account the
developing guidance and circumstances.

12

Let’s Connect
Zoom Coffee Time
11am Every Wednesday Morning
Join us for a cup of tea or coffee over
Zoom. All are very welcome.
This is an opportunity to check in and chat with friends and
pray together.

FROM THE REGISTERS
FUNERALS
Salisbury Crematorium
St Nicholas, Silton
Salisbury Crematorium
St Mary’s, Gillingham
Yeovil Crematorium
Ham Down Woodland Burial Ground
St Nicholas, Silton
Yeovil Crematorium
Milton on Stour

15 Jan
25 Jan
26 Jan
26 Jan
28 Jan
03 Feb
05 Feb
10 Feb
11 Feb

Elizabeth Albrow
Hope Harris
John Milne
Baby Teddy Woodham
Dennis Coffin
Hilary Clarke
Kenneth Downie
Cynthia Hoskins
John Strawbridge

Ash Wednesday – Wednesday 17 February
Services of Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes mark the
beginning of Lent. When details are known, they will be published on the
website and via the e-mail newsletter. Please join our circulation list for news
by contacting the benefice office gillinghamanglican@gmail.com

Lent Study/Reflections
Again, when details are finalised they will be published on the website and
newsletter.
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Care of Creation - Creating nature reserve
networks…part 1
Last week it was reported the government has decided to allow temporary
use of a pesticide for sugar beet that is known to kill bees and banned by the
EU. This is a blow to those who have been working for years to try and halt
the decline in bees and many other insects. Some evidence shows that at
least half the world’s insects have disappeared and closer to home about a
third of the UK bee population has disappeared in the last ten years. While
I feel for the farmers who are trying to keep crop yields high and feed a
consumer eager for cheap food it seems a short sighted solution when up to
three-quarters of crop species are thought to be pollinated by bees and their
decline will presumably compromise food security far more dangerously in
the future. So, what to do? We can write to our MP’s; We can buy organic;
We can also make a difference in our own little patch of land or window box
or flower pots creating corridors and networks for wildlife of all kinds,
especially insects, bees and butterflies.
I know many of you are either keen gardeners, or possibly reluctant
gardeners, but gardeners none the less. Together we can make a
difference, not only to the bees and insects, but to the care of all creation.
Our gardening habits will have even further reaching effects. To really get
the low down do search for wildlife friendly gardening on a computer near
you or order a book from the library. The Wildlife Trusts and Royal
Horticultural Society joined forces a few years ago to encourage us to garden
for wildlife; the RSPB contains suggestions and helpful advice too.
Gardening Sustainably is key; here are a few brief easy wins.
Cut the chemicals
Try not to use pesticides and use non-toxic, non-chemical alternatives. I
know many wildlife friendly gardeners who succumb to slug pellets…is your
garden perfection really more important than the survival of the birds and
other wildlife who eat the slugs and become sick, or unable to
reproduce? There are many non-toxic ways of cutting down on slugs (some
more humane than others) but why not just plant extra and let the slugs enjoy
their share.
Use peat free soil
Peat for compost comes from some of the world’s most precious and
important ecosystems which with current extraction could soon be lost
forever. Healthy peatlands act as carbon sinks, trapping in carbon to help
mitigate the impacts of climate change. They also help to control flooding
and encourage vegetation that can provide homes for an array of wildlife. But
when they are damaged, such as mining for compost, they lose these
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abilities and emit their carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.’ (The Wildlife
Trusts website). Your local garden centres stock a variety of peat free
compost.
Save water - collect rainwater in water butts, buckets and bowls, your plants
and your pocket as well as the natural world will thank you. Clean water is a
precious commodity that we inadvertently waste, perhaps because it is so
easy for us to draw from the tap. If we had to pick it up and carry it home we
might perhaps be much more careful with it than we are now.
Plant native species that are wildlife friendly, making sure they are from
genuinely native stock and if labelled ‘wild flowers’ are legally produced and
not dug up from the wild.
There are an estimated 24 million gardens in the UK, the way we care for
them will make a big difference to the natural world.
Re-use and recycle wherever possible. Use reclaimed, old materials when
building raised borders and beds and other garden structures. Ask around
neighbours and friends or go onto Freecycle etc to find what you need rather
than simply buying new and raw materials.
Bee Friendly
P. S. Rumour has it that a Barnaby Mill resident we know will be planting Bee
Friendly plants in the spring and then will Be Friendly with them by sharing
them with neighbours and friends to create a bee network in
Gillingham. Watch this space for more news!

Revd Eve Pegler
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Waste Free February
The 'Waste-Free' Challenge







What does waste-free living actually mean? It means avoiding unnecessary
waste and reducing the need for a rubbish bin (but don’t panic, we don’t
expect you to lose the bin just yet!). There are huge positive environmental
impacts to producing less waste:
Fewer resources are used as raw materials - water, oil, energy, land, etc.
Less waste will be sent to landfill and incineration
It sends a message to businesses: we don’t want your waste
Councils will spend less on landfill tax.
More information at https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/waste-free-

february
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So what is the challenge?

We want YOU to reduce your waste; it is as simple as that! You can set
your own challenge; we understand limiting your waste to absolutely
nothing or a jam jar’s worth is not realistic for everyone but this challenge is
a great opportunity to look at the rubbish you are producing and see what
you can do to reduce it. Why not set yourself a goal to produce no more
than one carrier bag’s worth of rubbish for the month, or one black sack?
If watching your waste for a whole month isn’t possible, try it for a day, or a
week or two!
You don’t have to hide away and avoid the supermarket – you can use
materials which can be re-used, recycled and composted, but anything that
would usually end up in the bin must go in your February waste container
(bag/sack/bottle/jam jar or match box!).
You will learn to get savvy with your shopping, recycling and everyday
habits which can lead to some lasting changes. If you produce less waste
during your Waste Free Feb challenge then you can honestly say you have
had a positive impact on our planet.
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Recipe of the Month

(A Recipe from Revd Eve)

I intended to put in a soup recipe for these cold winter days, but having made
vegan scones, eaten hot from the oven I thought it might be a nice out of
season treat which are very simply made when the oven is on for something
else. (If you’d like to send in a warming soup recipe to the editor for next
month please do)
Vegan Scones
375g Self Raising Flour
1/2 tsp Salt
1 tsp Baking Powder
112g Vegan Butter/Margarine
56g Caster Sugar
180ml Soya Milk (plus more for brushing the tops)
1 tsp Vanilla Extract
2 tbsp Lemon Juice (freshly squeezed)
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat the oven to 220°C
2. Sift the flour into a mixing bowl and add salt and baking powder.
3. Chop up the vegan butter and rub in with your fingers until the mix
is crumbly.
4. Add the caster sugar. (NB I used 40g rather than 56g in the recipe
and they were still delicious, you can vary the amount according to
health or your sweet tooth)
5. Then add the soya milk, vanilla extract and lemon juice and mix in
with a spoon. (I mixed with a knife and I had already added the
lemon juice to the soya milk before step 2 which gave it time to
curdle which I think might help in the rising of the scones)
6. Flour your work surface and your hands, and add extra flour as
needed as you move the mix out of the mixing bowl and roll it with
your hands into a big ball. (I didn’t add any extra flour)
7. If the dough is sticky at any point, add more flour.
8. Flatten it out so that there is space to cut out 4 scones.
9. Dip a smooth cutter in flour and then cut out 4 scones and place
them on a parchment lined baking tray.
10. Roll the remaining dough and cut out 2 more scones.
11. Roll again and cut out another 2 scones, with anything left over
becoming the final scone.
12. Brush the tops of the scones with soya milk.
13. Bake in the oven for 15-20 minutes until golden on top.
14. Serve with whatever takes your fancy, Jerome enjoys jam and
clotted cream, I enjoyed with either vegan block on its own or jam
too…direct from the oven they are nice even on their own!
The original recipe comes from www.lovingitvegan.com/
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Wanted – an Advertising Administrator for
Impact
A volunteer is sought to manage the advertising in Impact.
The primary role is to plan, implement, and manage the advertising
space, generate annual invoices, and seek new advertisers.
A working knowledge of computer applications is required.
If interested please contact the Parish Office? Thank you.

The British Church in 2021
The fourth edition of UK Church Statistics, No 4, 2021 Edition, has now been
published. Although this is a pre-Covid-19 assessment, the findings will still
be of interest. The book looks at the 228 denominations in the UK. Although
39% of the denominations (which are responsible for 82% of the total
membership) are declining, still some 50% of all the denominations were
showing some, if small, growth.
That so many groups of Christian churches are growing amidst general
decline is significant. What is helping that growth? It was found to have been
caused by the enormous numbers of immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers,
students coming into the country. Some of these come from countries with
Christian traditions or backgrounds. These ‘Diaspora churches’ include
Iranian Latvian, Romanian, Sri Lankan, Syrian and Turkish churches, made
up of immigrants to the UK.
Dr Peter Brierley may be contacted on peter@brierleyres.com.
Taken from Parish Pump

St Simon & St Jude December 100 Club winners
1st Brenda Kneller
2nd Doug Musgrove
3rd Fiona Mason

Winners for Bonus December
1st Eileen Piper
2nd Ursula Goodridge
3rd Sarah Campbell-Barnard
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Churches report rising food bank demand as
a result of pandemic
Nearly 100,000 households sought food aid from the Trussell Trust’s
network of food banks for the first time earlier this year, as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic. Demand is surging further this autumn, as a result
of the economic fallout from the virus.
The research comes after food banks run or supported by Church of
England churches reported rocketing demand during lockdown with some
opening food banks for the first time while some opened new food banks
after lockdown. Just two examples:
Hackney Church in East London was distributing parcels with enough food
for 1,000 meals a week at start of lockdown. This figure rose to 8,000 and
9,000 meals a week in June, after the church opened a second food bank.
It has since served 120,000 meals.
In Co. Durham, the Shildon Alive food bank, founded by St John’s Church,
has seen demand surge by 500 percent during lockdown.
Taken from Parish Pump

Refugee bakers feed people in need from
church kitchen
A bakery set up in a church kitchen to train refugee women in bread-making
skills is now supplying its local food bank with more than 200 loaves a week
following the coronavirus lockdown.
Proof Bakery in Coventry, founded two years ago in conjunction with the
Church Urban Fund, is sending 250 loaves a week to Coventry Food Bank,
paid for by regular customers – and increasingly donors from as far afield
as Scotland and Singapore.
The bakery, specialising in sourdough but teaching a range of baking
skills, meets in St Catherine’s Church in Stoke Aldermoor, Coventry. So
far 11 refugee women have graduated from the bakery’s training
programme, with three currently employed at the bakery. Two of its bakers
are refugees from the conflict in Syria.
The bakery is aiming for 500 donated loaves a week for the food bank and
people in need. “We are expecting demand to keep increasing as more
people lose employment. And with the bakery restarting its training
programme for refugees this month, there is no better time to support it.”
Taken from Parish Pump
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Fairtrade Fortnight
22 February to 7 March 2021
The following is from the Fairtrade website, www.fairtrade.org.uk:
For two weeks each year at the end of February and start of March,
thousands of individuals, companies and groups across the UK come
together to share the stories of the people who grow our food and drinks.
mine our gold and who grow the cotton in our clothes, people who are often
exploited and underpaid.
In 2021, Fairtrade Fortnight will feel very different. 2020 has been a hard
year for everyone and we know that physically campaigning and meeting
people will continue to be challenging in 2021 but we have also heard from
so many of you that you want to continue to support Fairtrade through this
time.
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us more than ever how interconnected
we are globally. This interconnection is at the very heart of the Fairtrade
message and is where your role begins. You are part of the Fairtrade
movement and you have the power to drive long-term change, not only with
your shopping choices but with your support in spreading the message. We
just have to do this a little differently in 2021!
In Fairtrade Fortnight 2021, the Fairtrade Foundation will highlight the
growing challenges that climate change brings to farmers and workers in the
communities Fairtrade works with. The facts are straightforward. Farmers
and workers in countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia and Honduras, who have
done the least to contribute to climate change, are disproportionately
affected by it. They have told us that:
 Climate change is one of their biggest challenges right now.
 Low prices for their crops mean that they are struggling to fight
back.
 Only with more money will they feel equipped to meet their everyday
needs and deal with the challenges they face from climate change.
The climate crisis is an immediate and ever-increasing threat and those in
climate vulnerable countries are already seeing its impacts from droughts
and crop disease to floods, heatwaves and shrinking harvests.
With the emergence of the global COVID pandemic, the challenges that
farmers face now are bigger than ever before with falling commodity prices
and widespread shocks reverberating along our global supply
chains. Ongoing poverty in farming communities makes it increasingly hard
to cope with the effects of climate change.
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Church Officers at St Mary’s
CHURCHWARDENS

Mr Tom Wickson
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
PCC TREASURERS
PCC SECRETARY
Meriol Cottrell
STEWARDSHIP RECORDER LEGACY OFFICER
Mr Tom Wickson
ELECTORAL ROLL
Parish Office

01747 833663
07873 407869
01747 825819
01747 833663
01747 821598

Church Contacts at St Mary’s
BELL RINGING
Dr Teresa Goatham
FLOWER ARRANGING
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
MOTHERS' UNION
Parish Office
ORGANIST
Dr Daniel Cummins
SERVERS
Mr Steve Butler
LIFTS TO CHURCH
Mr Ian Watson
VICARAGE SCHOOLROOM
Bookings can be made through the Parish Office

01747 823797
07873 407869
01747 821598
via Parish Office
01747 861330
01747 822972
01747 821598

Church Officers at St Simon & St Jude
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL
ABCD/GIFT AID

Mrs Su Hunt
Mr Melvin Stroud
Mrs Christine Alexander
Louise Cotter
Mrs Su Hunt
Wendy Braithwaite

01747 840333
01747 822317
01747 824655
01747 840355
01747 840333
01747 822566

Church Officers at St Nicholas’s
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL

Mrs Anne Bridge
Mr Peter Williams
Mrs Sheila Williams
Mrs Sue Matthews
Mrs Sheila Williams

01963 31983
01747 840275
01747 840220
01747 840516
01747 840220

CHURCH OF ENGLAND VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOL
St Mary the Virgin, Gillingham.
Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Bullmore
Milton on Stour
Headteacher: Mrs Rhiannon Tidby

Tel. 01747 824446
Tel. 01747 822588
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