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Where do we go from here?
The 1st of March, St David’s Day. It’s strange to think that a year ago life was
“normal”. Lockdown hadn’t started yet, though it was to come later in the
month. We all knew about coronavirus, but it was something that mainly
affected others, in Milan and Madrid. A few people in the UK were being
treated in hospital, for sure, but only in major cities. It wasn’t ever going to
reach the countryside. The four-day national hunt festival at Cheltenham
went ahead as usual on the 16th of March.
None of us could have known or believed then how it was going to change
our lives and alter the course of the year, and perhaps this is a good time to
think about the future. I’ve read that there are two main scenarios, one good
and one bad, with no scientific consensus on which one will play out. The
good scenario is that Covid-19 keeps circulating but loses its sting: the
vaccines work against all strains; in people protected by vaccination or past
infection it becomes at worst a nasty cold; it mutates into a more benevolent
form.
The bad scenario is that mutations of the virus cause years more of mayhem.
New variants become vaccine-resistant and we’re no longer immune.
Pharmaceutical companies will combat these eventually but each might take
months. We’ll be summoned back for more jabs. Like the flu vaccine they
might be only 50 per cent effective. We’ll have to return again and again for
booster shots. Herd immunity may require vaccinating up to 95 per cent of
the population and too many will refuse it. And so the virus keeps circulating
and mutating. Low-income countries will face an even worse time of it than
us, but because this is a global pandemic, “No one is safe until everyone is
safe,” as the director-general of the WHO has said.
Some have already learned to live in the Covid era, though not without
hardship and suffering. Chiefly this would be a dreadful outcome for those
who have already been in isolation for a year, not venturing out to the
supermarket or to church, let alone for recreation. If this does go on and on,
the first steps into an uncertain world must surely have to be taken at some
point. Perhaps we who have faith in God’s promises will remember the words
of Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”
The 1st of March, the first day of spring. This month you’ll probably see the
first dandelion flower, the first bumblebee, the first tadpole, the first lamb.
And it could be the first time in a long time that you receive the Bread of Life.
Oh, and it’s a very good time to be pruning your roses!
The Revd Tim Heaton
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Resources from the Church of England
There are a range of new and existing Christian resources available for
people to engage with at this difficult and challenging time in the life of the
nation and the world:
Weekly service broadcasts - these are made available each Sunday
through the Church's Facebook page.


Time to Pray app - everything you need for Prayer During the Day, with
variations according to the day of the week and the season of the
Church’s year. Download for free.



Daily hope – offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship
services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone, 24 hours
a day – 0800 8048044



Daytime prayer and Night prayer service audio - building on the
existing daily prayer feed, this includes daytime prayer and night prayer
for each day, in audio and text. Texts available in both contemporary
and traditional forms for Prayer during the Day, Evening Prayer, Night
Prayer and Morning Prayer, taken from Common Worship: Daily Prayer.
Available on the Church of England website and as a downloadable
app.



Lent Worship – Series of services for the season of Lent on BBC1 at
11:00am or 11:15am



Songs of Praise – every Sunday on BBC1 at 1.15pm.



Choral Evensong – every Sunday on Radio 3 at 3.00pm, and every
Wednesday at 3.30pm.



The BBC's Daily Service – on BBC Radio 4 LW, at 9.45am and at
bbc.co.uk.



Mental health reflections – 13 daily reflections that seek to provide
hope, reassurance and comfort. We have also published five tips to help
tackle loneliness and isolation.



Smart speaker apps – the Church of England’s smart speaker apps
enables millions of users to ask the Church of England for prayers,
explanations of the Christian faith, location-based information about
local church events and services, and more. It can be used with Amazon
Alexa and Google Home.
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Bishop of Salisbury to retire in July 2021
The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, will retire on 3rd July
2021, a month short of his 67th birthday. He will have been Bishop of
Salisbury for 10 years.
“Being the Bishop of Salisbury has been a privilege and a joy”, the Bishop
said. “In present circumstances, the timing of my retirement has not been an
easy decision but it feels right to me and to those I have consulted. The
impact of the pandemic is going to be felt for a long time. The Diocese is
developing a Mission and Pastoral Plan and we have an agreed financial
framework with which to face the future with confidence. We continue to be
about Renewing Hope as we Pray, Serve and Grow.
“In Bishops Karen and Andrew and the four archdeacons, the Diocese of
Salisbury has excellent leadership. Our Diocesan Secretary, David Pain, is
well established and Joy Tubbs is an outstanding Director of Education. The
Diocesan Board of Finance and the Diocesan Board of Education are people
of faith, commitment, skill and expertise. I am enormously grateful to them
and to the Diocesan Synod. When the pandemic subsides, the scale of what
faces us will benefit from a new diocesan bishop with whom to make
decisions about the future.
“This is a testing time and the life of the Church has never been more
important as a witness to Christian beliefs and values for the sake of God’s
world. In many ways the Diocese of Salisbury is one of God’s small miracles.
The energy, variety and resourcefulness of our churches, chaplaincies and
schools are just three of the reasons why being the Bishop is a joy. I am full
of admiration for our cathedral, for clergy colleagues and for the people of
the Diocese who have been extraordinarily resilient and creative in the
adaptation of continued ministry and mission.
“It has been good to welcome the Channel Island Deaneries to the Diocese
in a new relationship for which the legalities have still to be finalised. I am
sorry not to be able to get to know them better and work with them for longer.
The Diocese is glad to have them with us and we pray the relationship will
deepen and be a blessing to us all.
“When we came to Salisbury in 2011, Helen had just retired as a Maths
teacher. She has supported me particularly through hospitality and
fundraising in The South Canonry and in the beautiful garden, notably
running the Sudan fete. She has maintained her Quaker membership at
Salisbury Quaker Meeting throughout our time here. She established a
weekly origami workshop for prisoners at HMP Erlestoke selling their cards
to raise funds for prisoner rehabilitation. Helen has been a major part of what
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I have been able to do and I am grateful for her and our family’s support. We
look forward to retiring to Brighton to be closer to our children and
grandchildren.”

Photograph by Gerry Lynch
Senior Diocesan leaders praise Bishop Nicholas' contribution as he
announces his retirement
Bishops Karen and Andrew, and our Diocesan Secretary, have praised the
contribution of Bishop Nicholas to the life and vision of the Diocese as he
announced his retirement as Bishop of Salisbury.
Bishop Karen, who will be the acting Bishop of Salisbury during the
vacancy, spoke on behalf of the Diocese, saying:
“Bishop Nicholas has brought a rich and wise attentiveness to the Diocese
of Salisbury over the last 10 years for which we are extremely grateful. His
vision to renew hope has led to a sharing of his interests in the environment,
inclusion, and the arts with us all.
“Nick is held in high regard across the Church of England and his national
roles have informed us locally. His thoughtful faith continues to inspire people
across Wiltshire, Dorset and beyond and his deep commitment to us all and
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the local church has enabled the Diocese to remain resilient in spirit during
challenging times.
“Helen has had her own ministry which has also been much appreciated with
many enjoying her warm hospitality, care, origami and baking. We are
pleased to have them with us for a little while longer and shall miss both of
them very much, wishing them a very happy retirement in July.”
Bishop Andrew said:
"Bishop Nicholas has led the Diocese of Salisbury with wisdom and
unstinting devotion. The news of his forthcoming retirement will be greeted
with sadness yet also much gratitude - for his deep confidence in the local
church and the Godliness and generosity of his vision. He and Helen will be
greatly missed.
“I look forward to working with Bishop Karen - and the Dean, Diocesan
Secretary and Archdeacons - to renew hope at a time of unprecedented
transition. Our Lord is near."
Diocesan Secretary David Pain added:
“Bishop Nicholas has been an inspiration and encouragement to many,
within and beyond the church. I have experienced him as able to both affirm
what is good in all that we inherit and at the same time envision and
encourage change where it is needed.
“His vision for ‘Renewing Hope’ has shaped the Diocese and is as relevant
now as ever. In a fast-changing context his belief that the local church is the
place where the Church of England is at its best will continue to be important
as we all seek to respond to God’s calling on our lives. Nationally, in church
and parliament, he has been a great advocate for climate justice as well as
a champion for inclusion which will remain fundamental to our shared future.
His wisdom in these and many other areas will be greatly missed.
“People across the Diocese will want, I am sure, to unite in wishing him and
Helen every happiness as they prepare for retirement.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, today thanked Bishop
Nicholas for his work leading the Church of England’s Environment
programme, saying:
“During Bishop Nick’s tenure as lead bishop for the environment, his moral
clarity and Christ-centred vision for the Church’s role in tackling the climate
crisis have shown themselves time and time again. We are all the
beneficiaries of his leadership, and I give thanks for the legacy he leaves:
from the Church’s first ever Green Lent campaign, to initiatives aimed at
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helping parishes reduce their carbon footprint. Most enduringly, I hope, we
have Bishop Nick to thank for a landmark General Synod motion in 2020
setting a target of net zero across the whole Church by 2030.
“I am deeply grateful to him for his tireless work and colleagueship as a fellow
bishop, and for leading the Church’s Environment Programme through a time
of enormous growth. Both he and his family will be much in my prayers as
he prepares for the next stage of his ministry, as will everyone in the Diocese
of Salisbury as they prepare to say farewell to Nick and Helen in the
summer.”
Notes
Nicholas Holtam was ordained Deacon in 1979, Priest in 1980 and Bishop in
2011. He served as Assistant Curate at St Dunstan and All Saints Stepney
(1979-83); Tutor in Christian Ethics and Mission at Lincoln Theological
College (1983-87); Vicar of Christ and St John with St Luke’s Isle of Dogs
(1988-95); and Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields (1995-2011). As Bishop of
Salisbury, he has led the Diocese which covers most of Wiltshire, Dorset,
Poole and parts of Bournemouth as well as a small part Hampshire and one
parish in Devon. In more normal times the Diocese has 442 parishes with
570 churches, 150 new ways of being church and 196 Church schools and
academies. This year we also welcome the Church of England in the
Channel Islands.
The Bishop of Salisbury is a Foundation Trustee of Sarum College and
serves on the College Council. He is President of Marlborough College and
Vice President of the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust and Dorset Historic
Churches Trust. Bishop Nicholas is a Patron of local charities including
Alabaré, The Footprints Project and, with Helen, of Children’s Chance.
Nationally, since 2014 Bishop Nicholas has been the Church of England’s
lead bishop on the environment and chairs the Environmental Working
Group. From 2013 to 2018 he chaired the Committee for Ministry with and
among Deaf and Disabled People. He has been a member of several
working groups and was on the coordinating group of ‘Living in Love and
Faith’. Since 2015 he has been a member of the House of Lords. He is an
active supporter of Christian Aid, a Vice President of The Children’s Society,
The National Churches Trust and The Royal School of Church Music, and
Patron of the Museum of Homelessness.
Bishop Nicholas has strongly supported our diocesan links in Latvia, Evreux,
Sudan and South Sudan and the embryonic rural ministry link with the
Diocese of Haderslev in Denmark. He has contributed to the Anglican
Communion’s Environmental Network and the European Churches
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Environmental Network. He is an Ambassador for Hope Cathedral in
Norway.
As part of the Diocese’s Renewing Hope – Pray, Serve, Grow, since 2015
there has been a significant increase in the number of those exploring
vocations to authorised ministry, both lay and ordained. One of Bishop
Nicholas’ responsibilities within the Diocese is to be the Sponsoring Bishop
for those seeking ordination. Bishop Andrew will take on this responsibility
from the 1st March 2021, at least until the arrival of the new diocesan bishop.
We will have to see what is possible nearer the time, but Bishop Nicholas
hopes to preside at the ordinations of deacons and priests on 26 th and 27th
June 2021 and his last service in the Diocese will be Evensong in the
Cathedral on Saturday 3rd July 2021.
During the vacancy, Bishop Karen will be the acting Bishop of Salisbury.
The Vacancy in See process will begin shortly, and it is currently anticipated
that the Crown Nominations Commission will meet in the autumn. The Chair
of the Vacancy in See Committee is the Dean of Salisbury, The Very Revd
Nicholas Papadopulos.

The Annual Vestry Meeting to Elect Churchwardens
and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
St Mary’s
Tuesday 20 April, 7.30pm
(via Zoom if current Covid restrictions apply)
This is your chance to have your say in the running of our church. Please
attend and ask questions and contribute your thoughts on how you would
like to see your church flourish in the year ahead. If you would consider
serving on the Parochial Church Council please speak to a member of the
clergy or a churchwarden for more information.

The Church Electoral Roll is revised every year and it is essential that
this Roll is accurately kept as it is used to determine eligibility for attendance
at and participation in the annual parochial church meeting and for election
to the parochial church council. If you are not on the current roll, forms of
application for enrolment can be obtained from the Parish Office or can
be found in church.
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Monthly Letter, March 2021
From the Bishop of Ramsbury,
Andrew Rumsey

Lent has arrived, and a feeling that the fields are ready to unfurl again. We
have been wintering in confinement and uncertainty, weary of the indoors
and all too familiar with these four walls. But the barn doors of daylight are
slowly being hauled open and it is a relief to be approaching the spring once
more, even if it reminds us how long we have been living with this
extraordinary new life.
The approach to Lent called attention to our longings and desires – from
Simeon and Anna at Candlemas, patiently waiting for the consolation of their
people, to the wilderness temptations of Christ. Thirty years on, he embarks
upon his ministry with acute awareness of all that might draw him away,
winning the battle to assert that his first and only true appetite is for God, his
Father. This is why some of us fast, of course: not to be slimmer or more
successfully devout, but to reorder our priorities and insist upon seeking first
the kingdom of heaven.
It is most encouraging – and often most effective – to do this in the little
things. To address the countless small choices we make each day, almost
without thinking. What we decide to buy, how we drive, or speak to others on
the phone; remembering to turn, however briefly, to Christ before the difficult
encounter. To adapt an old maxim, if we offer the minutes to God, the hours
will look after themselves.

10

And before our own efforts, of course, we are reminded that the Lord goes
before us, daily supplying our needs. Much has been taken away in recent
months: may the onset of spring bring a renewal of your strength and hope,
by the grace and mercy of God.
With the assurance of my prayers,
+Andrew

NOTICES OF FUTURE EVENTS AND WORSHIP
For more information on any of the events below please contact the church
office or a member of the clergy using the details at the front of the magazine.
Lent 2021
For more information on any of the events below please contact the church
office using the details at the front of the magazine.

#LiveLent A resource provided by the Church of
England with daily reflections to encourage us to
think about our calling, how to share our faith and
reflect on the difference Jesus makes in our lives.
The readings are going to be available both as a daily email and as an app.
You will be able to sign up for both or either of them at
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/lent-holy-weekand- easter/livelent-gods-story-our-story-our-lent
If, for some reason, you cannot receive the daily emails or use the app, we
have a limited number of booklets that we can use. Please contact the church
office.
Lent Groups, Churches Together in Gillingham This year we are having
an online Zoom Lent Group using the #LiveLent booklet which is a brief daily
bible passage and meditation for each day of Lent. Starting at 7:00pm for
one hour on Sunday 21 February, and for the following five Sundays at the
same time, the evening's programme will have time together in a larger group
and two sessions in smaller discussion groups. If you would like to join in
please e-mail steve@gillinghamcommunitychurch.co.uk to receive the zoom
link.
Compline during Lent on Zoom - Wednesdays 9pm
From 24 February there will be a zoom compline every week at 9pm on a
Wednesday. We will begin with chance to say hello to one another followed
by the short service of compline, praying slowly and quietly, saying the
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psalms, listening to a short bible reading. At the end in the monastic tradition
we will leave quietly, you may then choose to spend the rest of the evening
quietly, or begin your bedtime routine.
The introduction to compline in common worship says
‘The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning
‘completion’ (completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and
reflection before rest at the end of the day. It is most effective when the
ending is indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise. If there
is an address, or business to be done, it should come first. If the service is in
church, those present depart in silence; if at home, they go quietly to bed.’
Lent Appeal This Lent we will be supporting Tearfund.
Tearfund is a Christian charity which partners with
churches in more than fifty of the world’s poorest
countries. Tearfund tackles poverty and injustice
through sustainable development, by responding to disasters and
challenging injustice. They believe an end to extreme poverty is possible. An
incredibly generous group of Tearfund supporters has offered to double
every pound each church gives to this appeal – on gifts made between 12
February and 30 April 2021! If you’d like to see more about what Tearfund
do
you
can
watch
a
3
minute
video
here
https://vimeo.com/505742473/e0f0eb6106
or put Tearfund into your search engine.
Please put your donation in an envelope marked Tearfund and pop it through
the letterbox of the church office or add it to your church collection and place
in the collection plate.
Lent Walks
This year we are not able to walk together in Lent every week like we have
done in previous years. So, instead of organising a group walk we are
suggesting that each week, in ones or twos, or households, at a time of your
own choosing you can walk in a meandering way to a local destination which
will be revealed at the beginning of each week of Lent. If you would like to
receive the destination please e-mail evepegler@gmail.com
At the
destination you may find something to intrigue and delight you to aid your
journey through Lent.
Enjoy the journey as well as the destination. Stop, listen, pause, pay
attention. If you'd like to share something from your walk; a thought, a
picture, a route, … send it to Eve and she will share it with those who would
like to be involved.
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Compline during Lent on Zoom - Wednesdays 9pm
From 24 February there will be a zoom compline every week at 9pm on a
Wednesday. We will begin with a chance to say hello to one another followed
by the short service of compline, praying slowly and quietly, saying the
psalms, listening to a short bible reading. At the end, in the monastic tradition
we will leave quietly, you may then choose to spend the rest of the evening
quietly, or begin your bedtime routine.
The introduction to compline in common worship says
‘The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning
‘completion’ (completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and
reflection before rest at the end of the day. It is most effective when the
ending is indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise. If there
is an address, or business to be done, it should come first. If the service is in
church, those present depart in silence; if at home, they go quietly to bed.’
FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 22 February to 7 March 2021
Fairtrade is about social, economic and
environmental justice. A root cause of the
inability to adapt to and mitigate climate
change is poverty. More money in the hands
of farmers is needed if they are to adapt and
survive the climate crisis. Choosing Fairtrade
fights for improvements in producers’
livelihoods with collective strength through coops and their bargaining power, the protection of a Minimum Price and
Fairtrade Premiums. Information about Fairtrade Fortnight can be found by
clicking on this link https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/currentcampaigns/fairtradefortnight/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_camp
aign=++&utm_content=SC:+Fortnight+2021+launch
Light a Candle: a chance to share your thanks, hopes and memories
Marking just over a year since the first person in the UK died of Covid-19,
Salisbury Cathedral has launched Light a Candle, a virtual community of
prayer and light where people can reflect on a year that has challenged us
all, and express their hopes and prayers for the year ahead.
Read more ...... https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/news/light-a-candle
Archbishops invite nation to join them in daily prayer
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are inviting the nation to join them
in prayer, if possible, stopping wherever they are at 6pm each evening.
Read more....
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/news/archbishops-invite-nation-to-jointhem-in-daily-prayer
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Meditation Taking time aside to be still and quiet helps us to be open to God
and to one another. There are opportunities most weeks to join corporately
in meditation throughout the benefice. In March meditation will be on
Thursday 4th and 18th at 7.30pm and on Saturday 13th and 27th February
10am.
If you would like the link for zoom please contact
evepegler@gmail.com
Recycling when we begin to come out of the next Lockdown - Terracycle
Recycling in the VSR, Queen Street, Gillingham 10.30am - 12noon on
Friday’s when we are out of lockdown. Save your biscuit, sweet and
chocolate wrappers, crisp packets and Pringle tubes, oral care tubes etc like
toothpaste tubes, bread bags, coffee pods, milk bottle tops, pens, felt tips
and other stationary items. Please make sure you have pre-sorted them into
separate bags so you can speedily deposit them in the boxes. Remember
to bring a mask, to keep your distance and to sanitise your hands on the way
in and out.
Recycle Ink Cartridges
Milton church is recycling ink cartridges and will receive a
donation for each cartridge - a collection box is situated in the
church porch. Cartridges can also be taken to St Mary’s church,
posted through the parish office letterbox or taken to Friday
morning recycling when it reopens.
Eco Café Loose Goods - Home Delivery. The Loose
Goods Shop is offering home deliveries at the
moment. If you want to cut down your use of plastic and
purchase some of your groceries direct into your own
tubs
or
other
recycled
tubs,
you
can
let evepegler@gmail.com know. Most goods are sourced via Suma Cooperative who sell ‘…natural, responsibly sourced products …’ or local
suppliers like organic flour from Cann Mill in Compton Abbas. If you’d like a
list of what is available let Eve know. Watch out for more details of re-opening
in the near future.
With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions please do
continue to look out for the most up to date information on the newsletter and
e-mail which you can sign up for by e-mailing Carole
on gillinghamanglican@gmail.com The website ‘What’s on’ page also has
regular posts www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk. Please do remember your
neighbours who don’t have online access and print off the relevant
information for them if you can.
If you would like to talk to someone familiar please don't wait for someone to
telephone you - ring someone from church or telephone the office and we
will arrange for someone to give you a call for a chat and/or pray on the
telephone.
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MARCH SERVICES
Public worship for the benefice continues with a weekly Sunday
10:00am Holy Communion service at St Mary’s, Gillingham. The
worship will be subject to the government regulations of 'hands, face
and space' and may be subject to change depending on government
restrictions.
With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions
please check the website ‘What’s on’ page www.gilinghamanglican.co.uk
or contact the Parish Office.
At the time of publication there will be no public worship in the buildings of
Silton and Milton on Stour but there will be worship on line and in St Mary’s
Church for the whole benefice.
For public worship in the benefice, all are welcome but that doesn't mean
that all should come. If you are shielding or in the household of someone
shielding you will not be in a position to attend. If you are extremely
vulnerable (over 80) or vulnerable (over 70 or with a health condition) you
may want to attend, but instead may wait until the risks are lower for you.
There are lots of great ways that you can join in worship with others whilst
staying at home - a radio service, a service on the television or internet, or
reading your prayer book aware that others are at home reading theirs. You
might like to think of it more like hibernation than isolation.
If having weighed all these things up you are going to attend St Mary's you
will be very welcome. Let us make sure that together we look after one
another and continue to observe the hands, face, space guidance. We have
chosen to have the service at St Mary's because it is a more spacious
building, and has more entrances and exits.
Our approach here is part of a co-ordinated approach across the deanery
which sees some churches suspending public worship and some continuing.
St Mary's also remains open for private prayer every day of the week.
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour is open every Tuesday and
Saturday between 10am and 4pm. St Nicholas, Silton is open for
private prayer between 12noon and 4:00pm every Wednesday.
We will continue to review arrangements each week taking into account the
developing guidance and circumstances.
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Let’s Connect
Zoom Coffee Time
11am Every Wednesday Morning
Join us for a cup of tea or coffee over
Zoom. All are very welcome.
This is an opportunity to check in and chat with friends and
pray together.

FROM THE REGISTERS
FUNERALS
Yeovil Crematorium

03 Mar

Gerald Hunt

March 2021 Common Worship Lectionary Year B
Sunday 7 March

The Third Sunday of Lent

Exod. 20: 1-17; 1 Cor. 1: 18-25; John 2: 13-22

Sunday 14 March Mothering Sunday
Exod. 2: 1-10; 2 Cor. 1: 3-7; Luke 2: 33-35
Sunday 21 March The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jer. 31: 31-34; Heb. 5: 5-10; John 12: 20-33
Thursday 25 March
The Annunciation of our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary
Isa. 7: 10-14; Heb. 10: 4-10; Luke 1: 26-38
Sunday 28 March British Summer Time begins (clocks go forward one hour)
PALM SUNDAY
Liturgy of the Palms: Mark 11: 1-11
Liturgy of the Passion: Isa. 50: 4-9a; Phil. 2: 5-11; Mark 14: 1-15.end

Holy Week details will appear on
the weekly newsletter and
website when finalised.
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GILLINGHAM AND SHAFTESBURY
SHOW 2021
Church Refreshment Tent
The show is a very important part of the church outreach. For many years,
Gillingham and Shaftesbury have shared the show, turn and turnabout. We
offer coffee and tea and a welcome chance to sit down, sheltering either from
the sun or the rain. In 2019, when the parishes in the Gillingham Benefice
managed the refreshments, in the region of 850 hot drinks were served on
the day and £1100 was raised for charity.
Covid has cast its long shadow and the show was cancelled in 2020. As
many of you might have read, the 2021 show will be over two days – August
18th and 19th – with restricted entry and no tickets available at the gates.
There will be various changes to the format although the content will be much
the same. The only marquees set up will be for livestock only. The church
is being offered its usual space but we will have to use gazebos instead of a
marquee.
It has been decided that Gillingham and Shaftesbury churches will share the
show rather than be split between the two days. This will give us the
opportunity to adapt our current formula and to try out new ideas.
Jo Churchill will be heading up a working party in the first instance and if
anyone would like to join this, please let Jo know. What will be important
later on, is the commitment of our members to volunteer to join the rotas for
the two days.
How we go about putting everything together is still to be worked out but we
welcome the chance to make the most of this opportunity to meet the public
and do what the church does best – offer hospitality.
Jo Churchill, 01747 850432

jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk

St Simon & St Jude February 100 Club winners
1st Glenda Naylor
2nd Frieda Attwood
3rd Louise Cotter
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Shadows
Dawn breaks on yet another day.
Welcome daylight penetrates
every corner, nook and cranny,
Chasing darkness clean away.
Sunlight bursts across the ward.
Yet that shadow undeterred
Is cast across his consciousness
A word once used, and overheard.
Sun sets, shadows lengthen
Having dialled the hours away.
Night for some will mean extinction
Others wake to see the day.
Night falls, shadows disappear.
An inky blackness, like the writing
In his will, envelops him
Alone with little more to fear.
A shadow of his former self
Just strong enough to hawk and cough
During the night that darkness creeps
Come the morn, his widow weeps
Mitch

A Deck of Cards

During the North African Campaign a bunch of Soldier boys had been on a
long hike and they arrived in a little town called Casino. The next morning
being Sunday several of the boys went to church. A Sergeant commanded
the boys in church and after the Chaplain had read the prayer the text was
taken up next. Those of the boys who had a prayer book took them out, but
this one boy had only a Deck of Cards and so he spread them out.
The Sergeant saw the cards and said, "Soldier, put away those Cards". After
the services were over the Soldier was taken prisoner and brought before
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the Provost Marshal. The Marshal said; Sergeant, Why have you brought
this man here? For Playing cards in Church Sir. And what have you to say
for yourself, son? Much Sir, replied the Soldier. The Marshal said; I hope
so, for if not I shall punish you more than any man was ever punished. The
Soldier said; Sir, I have been on the march for about six days. I had neither
Bible nor Prayer book but I hope to satisfy you with the Purity of my
intentions. And with that the boy started his story...
"You see, Sir, when I look at the ACE, it reminds me that there is but one
GOD .
And the deuce reminds me the Bible is divided into two parts, the Old and
the New Testament.
When I see the three, I think of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
And when I see the Four, I think of the four evangelists who preached the
Gospel, there was Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
When I see the "5" it reminds me of the Five wise Virgins who trimmed their
lamps. There were ten of them, five were wise and were saved. Five were
foolish and were shut out.
When I see the "6" it reminds me that in Six days God made this Great
Heaven and Earth.
When I see the "7" it reminds me, that on the Seventh day God Rested from
His Great Works.
And when I see the "8" I think of the Eight Righteous persons God Saved
when He destroyed this earth. There was Noah, his wife, their sons, and their
wives.
When I see the "9" I think of the Lepers our Saviour Cleansed, and nine out
of the ten didn't even thank Him.
When I see the "10" I think of the Ten Commandments God handed down to
Moses on a table of stone.
When I see the "The King", it reminds me there is One King of Heaven, God
Almighty.
When I See the "Queen", I think of the blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of
Jesus.
And the Jack of Knaves is the devil..
When I count the number of spots on a deck of cards, I find 365, the number
of days in a year. There are 52 cards, the number of weeks in a year. There
are 4 suits, the number of weeks in a month. There are 12 picture cards, the
number of months in a year. There are thirteen tricks, the number of weeks
in a quarter.
So, "You see, Sir, My pack of cards serves me as a Bible, an Almanac. and
a Prayer Book. And friends, the Story is True. I Know, I Was that Soldier.
Submitted by Melvin Stroud
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News from St Nicholas Church, Silton
Throughout the winter months, The Society of Friends of Silton (SOFOS)
have met (via Zoom) on a regular basis for Quiz Nights and Wine Tastings.
These have proved a great success and raised much-needed funds for St.
Nicholas Church.
Our February Quiz Night last night, 3rd February, had the added interest of a
Cheese Tasting. Our sommelier, Jackie Dyer, had arranged for us to buy
three delicious and varied cheeses produced by The Westcombe Cheese
Company in nearby Evercreech. The cheeses arrived in an attractive strawfilled box – an ideal birthday gift with a difference perhaps? Established in
1890, the dairy also has acharcuterie.
Visit www.westcombedairy.com/cheesestore for details.
Quizmaster Chris Woodhouse entertained 23 participants with 3 quizzes and
at the end of the evening the Annual 100 Club Draw took place, winners of
which were:
1. Rachel Gatfield
2. Sally Kennedy
3. Tom Trouton
4. Bernie Paul
The huge success of the Silton Produce stall last year, which raised £4500
for charity, has encouraged the organisers to run it again this year once the
weather perks up around Easter time.
Sheila Williams

Traidcraft - Easter eggs and other items
The new Traidcraft catalogue is out –
see https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/traidcraft-catalogue or contact me for a
paper copy. Whilst the items are available to browse / view / order as usual
from the online shop, the catalogue does contain a number of articles you
may find of interest, especially regarding the vision for Traidcraft going
forward, following their near demise a couple of years ago. They are focusing
on the environmental impacts of the goods sold, as of course it is the poorest,
especially those in low-lying countries, who will suffer most from climate
change.
As usual, if you would like to shop from Traidcraft you can do this via me
(and usually avoid p&p). This includes Easter Eggs - due to covid restrictions
I will only be ordering to fulfil orders to me this year. I do have some Easter
cards and other items in stock, more details to follow via the weekly
newsletters.
Teresa Goatham (01747 823797 / teresa@goatham.co.uk)
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Care of Creation - Creating nature reserve
networks…part 2

#show the love
The Women’s Institute has a long history of being involved in issues that
matter. Most recently I’ve seen leaflets about its latest campaign taking
action to protect the environment. The WI is a founding member of The
Climate Coalition which if you are interested is worth a look on their website
to see how to get involved with https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/ One of
the key messages is that ‘the best chance at rebuilding our economy goes
hand in hand with tackling the climate crisis. We need our leaders to protect
everything we love and deliver a healthy, green and fair recovery.’ (Show the
Love action pack, Climate Coalition).
Throughout February people from all walks of life came together to show the
love for everything they want to protect from the climate crisis. It doesn't
need to be restricted to February. There are lots of ideas how to show the
love on their website, e.g. make, wear and share green hearts; get creative,
make your own and give green hearts, send them to your friends…or foe.
Send one to your MP. Showing our MP’s that we care and mean business
and are willing to make changes in our own lives will help them to have the
courage to take decisions, lobby ministers and give speeches that have the
protection of all of creation at its core. We of course have to follow through
ourselves. We will need to begin to live more altruistically than we ever have
before if we want to share the resources we have fairly. As we approach
Lent, it might be a great time to consider where we can simplify our lives, cut
our consumption, help others.
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There are loads of ideas and helps on how to make a difference, and though
we are in March, Let’s not worry that this green heart campaign was for
February , but if it helps us to live more carefully, let’s have a green heart
campaign all year! The action pack can be accessed below. If you don’t have
the availability of a computer or printer, let us know and we can share the
ideas or print you an ideas pack.
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/5fc78
6d10623334b0c6317f0/1606911707142/Show+the+Love+2021+Green+He
art+Action+Pack.pdf If you’d like to share ideas or show us your green
hearts send a photo in and we’ll get it on the website.
Whether you have a couple of minutes, an afternoon, or all the time in the
world, this page will show you that there are lots of different ways to take part
- and we have lots of resources to help you!
Revd Eve Pegler

How Sunday became a Christian day of rest
It was 1700 years ago, on 7th March 321, that the Roman Emperor
Constantine 1 (Constantine the Great), who had converted to Christianity,
decreed that Sunday should be a day of rest throughout the Empire.
This was a change from normal Roman Empire practice, which was to regard
Sunday as just another work-day – something the UK seems to be reverting
to. But Constantine’s civil decree made Sunday a day of rest from labour. It
said: “All judges and city people and craftsmen shall rest upon the venerable
day of the sun.”
This was not intended to replace the Jewish Sabbath, which starts at sunset
on Friday and continues to sunset on Saturday. Such Jewish observance
was regarded by most Christians as being bound to the old law instead of
the Spirit, and so was resisted. Christians backed the Sunday rest because
it was the day on which Jesus had risen from the dead and the Holy Spirit
had come – despite possible doubts about the phrase “day of the sun”.
Christians meeting for worship on Sunday in fact dates back to the Acts of
the Apostles, and it is mentioned historically about 115AD. Actual practice
varies across the world and through the years.
Taken from Parish Pump
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2021 World Watch List of
Persecution of Christians
A Christian persecution watchdog has warned that more Christians around
the world are suffering because of their faith, and the kind of persecution
they’re experiencing has intensified. Open Doors has found that more than
340 million Christians suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination for
their faith, amounting to one in eight worldwide.
Now the charity has released its 2021 World Watch List (WWL) which
highlights the top 50 countries that are most hostile toward Christians.

Here are the top ten.
1. North Korea
Being discovered as a Christian is a death sentence in North Korea. If you
aren’t killed instantly, you will be taken to a labour camp as a political
criminal.
2. Afghanistan
ISIS and the Taliban continue to have a strong, violent presence in
Afghanistan, with the Taliban controlling large regions.
3. Somalia
Islam is considered a crucial part of Somali identity, and if any Somali is
suspected of having converted to Christianity, they are in great danger.
Members of their family, clan or community will harass, intimidate or even kill
them. Women may be raped and forcibly married.
4. Libya
There is no freedom of speech, no freedom of religion and very limited
possibility of public church life in Libya. Although there are around 34,500
Christians in the country, only a tiny number (approximately 150) are Libyan
– the majority are expatriates and migrant workers.
5. Pakistan
Pakistan’s notorious blasphemy laws are used to target Christians, and
Islamic extremist groups vehemently “defend” these laws, including attacking
or killing those believed to have contravened them.
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6. Eritrea
Government security forces monitor phone calls, scrutinise activity and
conduct countless raids which target Christians, seize Christian materials
and damage house churches. Christians can be arrested and imprisoned
without trial.
7. Yemen
Christians in Yemen usually keep their faith secret, because if they are
discovered then they could face the death penalty. Leaving Islam is
forbidden, and all Yemenis are considered Muslims by the state.
8. Iran
The Iranian government sees the conversion of Muslims to Christianity as an
attempt by Western countries to undermine the Islamic rule of Iran.
Christians from a Muslim background are persecuted the most, primarily by
the government, but also by their families and communities.
9. Nigeria
More Christians are murdered for their faith in Nigeria than in any other
country. Violent attacks by Boko Haram, Hausa-Fulani Muslim militant
herdsmen, ISWAP (an affiliate of ISIS) and other Islamic extremist groups
are common in the north and middle belt of the country, and they are
becoming more common further south.
10. India
Hindu extremists believe that all Indians should be Hindus, and that the
country should be rid of Christianity and Islam. They use extensive violence
to achieve this goal, particularly targeting Christians from a Hindu
background.
Taken from Parish Pump

CHARITY PLANT SALE
Saturday 29 May
It is hoped to hold a big Charity Plant Sale on the Gillingham
Town Meadow during the morning of Saturday 29 May
supporting various local charities.
St Mary’s Church is taking part and would ask that you please
remember the church when sowing your seeds and let us have
any spare seedlings, plants and garden related items.
The charities being represented are: GANG, Read Easy Blackmore Vale
North, Dementia Care, Gillingham Community Kindness, Gillingham Scouts
and St Mary’s Church.
Further details next month
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Recipe of the Month - Spicy Parsnip Soup
Each year for Lenten Lunch in the Vicarage School Room I make a spicy
parsnip soup which is always very popular - attached is the recipe I use taken
from the book "WI Soups for all Seasons". This soup has been around for a
while, and there’s a reason for that – the old ones are the best.
Vegetable stock can be used instead of chicken stock.
Submitted by Christine Alexander
Serves:4
Preparation time: 15 minutes + 40 minutes cooking
Freezing: recommended
50 g (2 oz) butter
1 medium onion chopped
450g (1 lb) parsnips. Cored and chopped
2 teaspoons medium curry powder
2 teaspoons freshly grated ginger
600ml (1 pint) chicken stock
1 medium Bramley apple, peeled, cored and grated
300ml (half pint) milk
Squeeze of lemon juice
Salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1.

Melt the butter in a large lidded saucepan; add the onion and
parsnips. Stir in the curry powder and ginger, cover and sweat for
10 minutes, shaking the pan occasionally.

2. Add the and simmer for 20 minutes.
3. Stir the apple into the soup. Continue to cook for a further 10
minutes. Cool slightly. Pour into a liquidiser with the milk and lemon
juice Puree until smooth and season to taste.
4. Return to the pan and heat through gently, without boiling, until
piping hot. Serve at once.
Tip: Garnish with Parsnip Crisps or a julienne of green/red eating apples.
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Church Officers at St Mary’s
CHURCHWARDENS

Mr Tom Wickson
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
PCC TREASURERS
PCC SECRETARY
Meriol Cottrell
STEWARDSHIP RECORDER LEGACY OFFICER
Mr Tom Wickson
ELECTORAL ROLL
Parish Office

01747 833663
07873 407869
01747 825819
01747 833663
01747 821598

Church Contacts at St Mary’s
BELL RINGING
Dr Teresa Goatham
FLOWER ARRANGING
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
MOTHERS' UNION
Parish Office
ORGANIST
Dr Daniel Cummins
SERVERS
Mr Steve Butler
LIFTS TO CHURCH
Mr Ian Watson
VICARAGE SCHOOLROOM
Bookings can be made through the Parish Office

01747 823797
07873 407869
01747 821598
via Parish Office
01747 861330
01747 822972
01747 821598

Church Officers at St Simon & St Jude
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL
ABCD/GIFT AID

Mrs Su Hunt
Mr Melvin Stroud
Mrs Christine Alexander
Louise Cotter
Mrs Su Hunt
Wendy Braithwaite

01747 840333
01747 822317
01747 824655
01747 840355
01747 840333
01747 822566

Church Officers at St Nicholas’s
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL

Mrs Anne Bridge
Mr Peter Williams
Mrs Sheila Williams
Mrs Sue Matthews
Mrs Sheila Williams

01963 31983
01747 840275
01747 840220
01747 840516
01747 840220

CHURCH OF ENGLAND VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOL
St Mary the Virgin, Gillingham.
Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Bullmore
Milton on Stour
Headteacher: Mrs Rhiannon Tidby

Tel. 01747 824446
Tel. 01747 822588
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