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The Parish Churches of Gillingham, Milton on Stour & Silton 
www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk 

 
Committed to the safeguarding and protection of all children, young 

people and vulnerable adults. 
This is in line with our adoption, in full, of the Safeguarding Policy of the 

Anglican Church. 
 

The Clergy 

Rector:               The Revd Canon Peter Greenwood    01747 822435 

Associate Priest: The Revd Tim Heaton                            01747 841076 

Pioneer Minister: The Revd Eve Pegler                01747 825289  
 

Hon. Assistant Priests:       The Revd David Botterill 

    The Revd Canon Dr Jean Coates 

    The Revd Jeffrey Hall     

                                The Revd Anne Heywood 

        The Revd Bernard Joy     

                                            The Revd Canon Allen Walker 
 

Parish Office (situated off Queen Street, next to Vicarage School Room) 
Open: Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm            
Tel: 01747 821598 
Email: gillinghamanglican@gmail.com 
Administrator:    Mrs Carole Blackmore 
Postal Address:  The Rectory, High Street, Gillingham, SP8 4AJ 
                

 
 

  The Magazine 
 

EDITOR    David Grundy 
ADVERTISING ADMINISTRATOR     
DISTRIBUTION    (Gillingham) Carol Foster 
     (Milton on Stour) Sam Woodcock 
                                                                 (Silton) Anne Bridge 
 

All members of the Committee may be contacted through the Parish Office. 
 

The Editor has the final decision on the content, style, structure and presentation of 
‘Impact’. 
 
 

Contributions for publication should be e-mailed to the Parish Office at 
gillinghamanglican@btinternet.com, with a copy to the Editor  

at djgrundy@btopenworld.com, by the copy date.   
 Hand-written articles can be handed in to the Parish Office. 

 

COPY DATE for May 2021 issue: 
 Monday  12 April 

PUBLICATION DATE: Wednesday 21 April 
Published by the parishes of Gillingham, Milton on Stour & Silton 

http://www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk/
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Lent, Holy Week and Easter 2021 
 

This magazine is published at the end of Lent and takes us through Holy 
Week, the great celebration of Easter and onward with our consideration of 
living today in the light of the Resurrection. 
 

One of the Gospel readings we have heard this Lent was Jesus' prediction 
of his suffering, rejection, death and resurrection. The disciple Peter takes 
Jesus on one side, and effectively says, "No, you've got that wrong, I've seen 
the Roman crosses lining the roads and trust me, they are not for you." And 
Jesus in the strongest possible terms replies to Peter, "No, Peter, you have 
got that wrong, and if you are a follower of mine, this is the way for you too, 
yet paradoxically you will find it to be the very way of life and peace." 
 
I think I would have sided with Peter, if I had been bold enough. And so Jesus 
would say to me too, "Another Peter? And you have got it wrong too!" 
 

The Gospel is crystal clear that the way to life for Jesus lies through suffering, 
rejection, death and then resurrection. The Christian faith probably only 
solely exists because of the resurrection. We are Christian because of the 
resurrection. Praise God, it brings us life, and hope, and joy. Yet there can 
be no resurrection for Jesus or for us without death. Resurrection transforms 
death but it doesn't avoid death. So it is that on Good Friday I find myself 
wanting to talk about Easter Day; and on Easter Day I find myself wanting to 
talk about Good Friday. The two go together, they have to do so, they always 
will. 
 

In this time of pandemic, we face our mortality as a global village, as 
individuals face it with every diagnosis of a life limiting illness. The author 
Philip Simmons, who died at the age of 45 of a life limiting disease, wrote 
like this… “To accept death is to live with a profound sense of freedom... 
Only when we accept our present condition can we set aside fear and 
discover the love and compassion that are our highest human 
endowments.... And in such action we find peace." 
 

As we live in the light of the death and also the resurrection of Jesus may we 
too live without fear, and with love, compassion and peace. May these be 
our Lent, Holy Week and Easter gifts, this year and always. 
 
God bless 
 

love Peter 
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Resources from the Church of England 
 

There are a range of new and existing Christian resources available for 
people to engage with at this difficult and challenging time in the life of the 
nation and the world: 
 

Weekly service broadcasts - these are made available each Sunday 
through the Church's Facebook page. 
 
 

¶ Time to Pray app - everything you need for Prayer During the Day, with 
variations according to the day of the week and the season of the 
Church’s year. Download for free. 
 

¶ Daily hope – offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship 
services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone, 24 hours 
a day – 0800 8048044 

 

¶ Daytime prayer and Night prayer service audio - building on the 
existing daily prayer feed, this includes daytime prayer and night prayer 
for each day, in audio and text. Texts available in both contemporary 
and traditional forms for Prayer during the Day, Evening Prayer, Night 
Prayer and Morning Prayer, taken from Common Worship: Daily Prayer. 
Available on the Church of England website and as a downloadable 
app. 

 

¶ Lent Worship – a service for the season of Lent on BBC 1 at 11.15am. 
 

¶ Songs of Praise – every Sunday on BBC1 at 1.15pm. 
 

¶ Choral Evensong – every Sunday on Radio 3 at 3.00pm, and every 
Wednesday at 3.30pm. 

 

¶ The BBC's Daily Service – on BBC Radio 4 LW, at 9.45am and at 
bbc.co.uk. 

 

¶ Mental health reflections – 13 daily reflections that seek to provide 
hope, reassurance and comfort. We have also published five tips to help 
tackle loneliness and isolation.  

 

¶ Smart speaker apps – the Church of England’s smart speaker apps 
enables millions of users to ask the Church of England for prayers, 
explanations of the Christian faith, location-based information about 
local church events and services, and more. It can be used with Amazon 
Alexa and Google Home. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://soundcloud.com/user-600495787
https://soundcloud.com/user-600495787
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips
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This Joyful Eastertide 
 

What a long journey it has been to Easter! It has felt like the longest Lent 
ever, not 40 days but over a year since the first lockdown. In that time a lot 
of our worship has been online. Where we have been able to worship 
together in person we have got used to being socially distanced. Coming out 
of lockdown, still distanced and Covid-safe, worship doesn’t feel so familiar 
or so easy. Someone told me that they cried when they received the 
sacrament for the first time in months.  
 

The Church of England has tried to do its best through the pandemic but 
there have been murmurings, as there were about Moses among the people 
of Israel in the wilderness on the journey from slavery in Egypt to the freedom 
of the promised land. The pandemic has been really hard work. Some of 
what the churches have been doing has been outstanding – worship online, 
community care, seeking out those most in need, schools open for the most 
vulnerable and the children of key workers and so on. Some of it has been 
less good – and you can make your own list here – but I’ll own up for myself 
that I have been less than perfect. Most people know their inadequacies and 
we also know the relief as we begin to see new life emerging.  
 

The Easter Gospel stories include John’s epilogue of chapter 21, with 7 of 
the disciples gathered again by the Sea of Tiberias. 5 of them are named, 
and in various ways they had let Jesus down. Yet here they are back where 



6 

 

he first called the fisherman. They are feeling perplexed but getting on with 
life when the risen Lord came among them. John is telling us that Jesus 
accepted their failures and restored them as a community of the resurrection. 
 

However the pandemic has been for you and us, the task this Easter is to 
allow God to recall us and put us back together as a Christian community. It 
will take weeks and months and years. There’s a big job to do. If we have 
been attentive, we will have learned lessons about what is a person, what 
makes a worthwhile life and how we live together in God’s creation. We don’t 
want it to be the same as it was before. We want it to be different. We can 
do better in response to the God who loves us, sustains us, renews us this 
joyful Eastertide. 
 

+Nicholas Sarum 

 
 

The Annual Vestry Meeting to Elect Churchwardens  
and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 

St Mary’s, Gillingham 
Tuesday 20 April, 7.30pm  

(via Zoom if current Covid restrictions apply) 
 

St Nicholas, Silton 
Wednesday 19 May 

3:00pm at Bourton Village Hall 
 

This is your chance to have your say in the running of our church. Please 
attend and ask questions and contribute your thoughts on how you would 
like to see your church flourish in the year ahead.  If you would consider 
serving on the Parochial Church Council please speak to a member of the 
clergy or a churchwarden for more information. 
 

The Church Electoral Roll is revised every year and it is essential that 

this Roll is accurately kept as it is used to determine eligibility for attendance 
at and participation in the annual parochial church meeting and for election 
to the parochial church council. If you are not on the current roll, forms of 
application for enrolment can be obtained from the Parish Office. 

 

St Simon & St Jude March 100 Club winners 
      1st Susan Cumming 

      2nd Mary Williams 

      3rd Jeannie Stevens 
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NOTICES OF FUTURE EVENTS AND WORSHIP 
For more information on any of the events below please contact the church 
office or a member of the clergy using the details at the front of the magazine. 
 

Compline   Monday 29th, Tuesday 30th, Wednesday 31st March at 9pm. 
Beginning with a chance to say hello to one another followed by the short 
service of compline, praying slowly and quietly, saying a psalm, listening to 
a short bible reading.  At the end, in the monastic tradition we will leave 
quietly, you may then choose to spend the rest of the evening quietly, or 
begin your bedtime routine. 
The introduction to compline in common worship says 
The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning 
ócompletion’ (completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and 
reflection before rest at the end of the day. It is most effective when the 
ending is indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise. If there 
is an address, or business to be done, it should come first. If the service is in 
church, those present depart in silence; if at home, they go quietly to bed. 
 

Maundy Thursday 1st April at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church. There will be 
a simple service of Holy Communion and stripping of the altars as we 
remember the Last Supper. 
 

Good Friday 2nd April at 2pm, St Mary’s Church.  A quiet, reflective service 
as we follow Jesus’ journey to the cross. 
 

Easter Garden at St Mary’s Church. This year we will be inviting those who 
would like to, to make a decoration for the Easter Garden.  It might be a 
flower, plant, angel, cross, something from the story of Easter which you 
might bring and place in the garden from 11am - 1pm on Saturday 3rd April. 
 

Lighting of the New Fire. With Covid19 restrictions still in place we will post 
the lighting of the new fire on the church website on Holy Saturday evening 
for you to take part at home if you would like to.  You may like to light your 
own candle as a fire, and watch the fire and the lighting of the new paschal 
candle for church and listen to some of the familiar words of this service. 
 

Easter Day Celebrating the resurrection together with Holy Communion in 
Silton, (10.30am), Milton (10.30am) and Gillingham (10am) in each of the 
churches.  For those who are shielding and unable to come to a physical 
building, and for those who want more there will be a zoom Easter tea at 
4pm with some informal Easter worship and chat.  (Bring your own tea and 
cake or let Eve know if you need some!) Zoom details on the newsletter or 
available from gillinghamanglican@gmail.com 
 

  

mailto:gillinghamanglican@gmail.com


8 

 

Lent Appeal     Do make your donation early in Lent so that we can make 
our donation to Tearfund before 30th April and double the gift. 

Tearfund is a Christian charity which partners with churches in 
more than fifty of the worldôs poorest countries. Tearfund tackles 
poverty and injustice through sustainable development, by 

responding to disasters and challenging injustice. They believe an end to extreme poverty is 
possible. An incredibly generous group of Tearfund supporters has offered to double every 
pound each church gives to this appeal ï on gifts made between 12 February and 30 April 
2021!  If youôd like to see more about what Tearfund do you can watch a 3 minute video here: 
https://vimeo.com/505742473/e0f0eb6106 or put Tearfund into your search engine. Please 
put your donation in an envelope marked Tearfund and pop it through the 
letterbox of the church office or add it to your church collection and place in 
the collection plate. 
 

Meditation Taking time aside to be still and quiet helps us to be open to God 
and to one another.  There are opportunities most weeks to join corporately 
in meditation throughout the benefice.  In April meditation and lectio divina 
(gentle bible reading) will be on Wednesday 31st March at 7pm (NB different 
day and time) Saturday 10th and 24th April at 10am and Thursday 15th and 
29th April.  If you would like the link for zoom please contact 
evepegler@gmail.com 
 

Terracycle Recycling Begins on Friday 16th April in the VSR, Queen 
Street, Gillingham 10.30am - 12noon on Friday’s.  Save your biscuit, sweet 
and chocolate wrappers, crisp packets and Pringle tubes, oral care tubes etc 
like toothpaste tubes, bread bags, coffee pods, milk bottle tops, pens, felt 
tips and other stationery items, printer ink cartridges and cheese wrappers.  
Please make sure you have pre-sorted them into separate bags so you can 
speedily deposit them in the boxes.  Remember to bring a mask, to keep 
your distance and to sanitise your hands on the way in and out. 
 

Recycle Ink Cartridges 
Milton church is recycling ink cartridges and will receive a donation for 
each cartridge - a collection box is situated in the church porch.  
Cartridges can also be taken to St Mary’s church, posted through the 
parish office letterbox or taken to Friday morning recycling when it reopens. 
 

Eco Café Loose Goods - Home Delivery. The Loose 
Goods Shop is offering home deliveries at the moment.  If 
you want to cut down your use of plastic and purchase some 
of your groceries direct into your own tubs or other recycled 

tubs, you can let evepegler@gmail.com know.  Most goods are sourced via 
Suma Co-operative who sell ‘…natural, responsibly sourced products …’ or 
local suppliers like organic flour from Cann Mill in Compton Abbas.  If you’d 
like a list of what is available let Eve know. Watch out for more details of re-
opening in the near future. 

https://vimeo.com/505742473/e0f0eb6106
mailto:evepegler@gmail.com
mailto:evepegler@gmail.com
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With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions 
please do continue to look out for the most up to date information on 
the newsletter and e-mail which you can sign up for by e-mailing 
Carole on gillinghamanglican@gmail.com  The website ‘What’s on’ 
page also has regular posts www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk. Please 
do remember your neighbours who don’t have online access and print 
off the relevant information for them if you can. 
 
If you would like to talk to someone familiar please don't wait for 
someone to telephone you - ring someone from church or telephone 
the office and we will arrange for someone to give you a call for a chat 
and/or pray on the telephone. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Gillingham Primary School is looking for people to join its 
governing board: a group of committed and welcoming 
volunteers helping the school ensure it offers high quality, 
ever improving, provision for its pupils. 
 
As governors we work with the headteacher and senior 
leadership team to oversee the strategic direction of the 

school.  Together we want to enable the school to transform the quality of 
academic achievement and personal development for all pupils and provide 
a fantastic environment in which staff have the resources to inspire pupils 
and those responsible for them alike. 

 

We will provide you with support, training and a mentor. What we expect 
from governors is commitment to carry out the role (around 8 hours a month 
during the school term-time). 
 

If this sound interesting we’d love to hear from you. Please contact 
office@gillinghamprimary.dorset.sch.uk and one of the current board 
members will be in touch to provide more details. 

 

  

Governors Sought for Gillingham Primary School  

mailto:gillinghamanglican@gmail.com
http://www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk/
mailto:office@gillinghamprimary.dorset.sch.uk
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Archbishops in the Spectator:  
Church in changing times 

 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have recently written an article 
for the Spectator magazine, responding to the recent media coverage 
asking: ‘Where is the C of E?’ 
 

The Archbishops say: “Let us offer an answer. … the Church of England 
has been a bedrock of faith, love, hope and compassion in this country for 
centuries through wars, plagues and pandemics — we still are, and we will 
go on being just that. 
 

“You can imagine our shock, then, when we read in the media about what 
is supposedly happening…  That the parish system, with its beautiful 
vision of serving every inch of the country and every person in it, is being 
systematically dismantled. That clergy are being made redundant. That 
there are plans to somehow centralise everything and for services, even 
beyond Covid, to be online rather than in person. 
 

“So let us try to set the record straight. There are no plans to dismantle 
the parish network. We are committed to our calling to be a Christian 
presence in every community. 
 

“…Yes, there are hard decisions currently being made across many 
dioceses. Overall, some stipendiary posts will be lost. …But the aim is to 
make each parish and each Christian community sustainable. If that 
doesn’t happen, there really will be no Church of England.  
 

“…There are rascally voices around who want to undermine the church — 
it was ever thus. But the real story is that we so believe in that vision of 
serving every inch of the country, and every person in it, that we are having 
to expand what it is to be the church.” 
 

Taken from Parish Pump 

 
The stall at Bagmore Farm, Silton 

 

For the same reasons as last year, it is not anticipated 
that the Silton Plant Sale will take place in May this year, 
and maybe not the fund-raising Summer Coffee 
Morning, so it has been decided that our successful little 
stall outside Bagmore Farm, Silton should open again, 
at any rate during the week before Easter until after the 
bank holiday at the end of May - and maybe beyond, 

who knows.    We will need lots of plants, preserves, flowers etc to sell, and 
lots of customers to buy.                                                          Diana Masters 
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Covid-19:  should we have sacrificed the 
economy, or us? 

 

Suppose the Government had chosen an entirely different policy for dealing 
with coronavirus.  Instead of building temporary hospitals and instructing us 
to wash our hands, observe social distancing, and then locking us down, they 
had let the pandemic run its course? Hundreds of thousands of people would 
have died: mainly those who were old, as well as some younger people with 
pre-existent health deficiencies.  
 

As these potential casualties were already costing the National Health 
Service much more per head than anyone else, their (slightly) premature 
deaths would have saved the Exchequer billions and freed up resources to 
improve the health and standard of living for the rest of the more vigorous 
population. Only the fittest would have survived. Isn’t that the law of nature? 
 

Instead, the policy was deliberately to sacrifice the economy. At all costs, 
human beings were to be saved, whatever their longer-term 
prospects. Consequently, many businesses have gone under, 
unemployment has shot up and may get worse when the dust clears.  Family 
relationships have been curbed, children may have lost a year’s schooling, 
and leisure, hospitality and travel have been hampered. 
 

Why? Why choose this policy and not that? The answer is a religious 
one. Perhaps without realising why, policy-makers chose to act as though 
each human being has a value which can’t be measured by their state of 
health or wealth or status. That’s not what ‘nature’ intends. It’s what the 
Christian faith demands. Everyone, everyone without exception, is unique 
and marked with God’s image. Everyone has the potential for adoption as a 
child of God. Christ died for each one. You can’t put a price on that. 
 

Some countries have this faith ingrained in their national character. Some do 
not.  In some, life is cheap, disposable and valued only by its usefulness for 
production or warfare. The fittest survive. Even then some are sacrificed as 
warriors, like suicide bombers paying the price of an ideology. 
 

Christianity doesn’t happen by accident. It is the outcome of missionary 
activity and the conversion of one-time unbelievers. They then saw other 
people in a new light: equally worth saving, whatever the cost.   
 

Dreadful as it is, Covid-19 will eventually be controlled. In its wake will be a 
history of survival, not of the fittest, but of the God-given value of every 
human being. 
 

 

John Barton, taken from Parish Pump  
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28 March    Palm Sunday 

10:00am     CW Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham 
10:30am BCP Holy Communion at St Nicholas, Silton 
 
29 March Holy Monday   

  9.00pm Compline via Zoom                                                   
 

30 March    Holy Tuesday    

  9.00pm Compline via Zoom                                                   
 

31 March   Holy Wednesday    

  9.00pm     Compline via Zoom                                                    

  1 April      Maundy Thursday 

11.00am     Diocesan Eucharist with the Blessing of the Oils and renewal of ordination  
                   vows.  Streamed live from Salisbury Cathedral  
  7:30pm     CW Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham 
 
 

  2 April      Good Friday 

10:00am – 6:00pm St Nicholas Church open for Private Prayer 
2.00pm       A service for Good Friday at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham 
                   
 

  3 April      Easter Eve 

  7:00pm     Easter Eve Service and lighting of new fire will be online from 7:00pm.    
            

 4 April     EASTER DAY 
10:00am   CW Holy Communion         St Mary’s Church, Gillingham 
10:30am   BCP Holy Communion       St Nicholas Church, Silton  
10:30am   CW Holy Communion        St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour  
 
Sunday 11 April  The Second Sunday of Easter 
10:00am  CW Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham 
 
Sunday 18 April  The Third Sunday of Easter 
10:00am  CW Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham 
10:30am  BCP Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church, Silton  
 
Sunday 25 April  The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
10:00am  CW Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham 
 

    N.B. Due to very limited seating, places must be booked in advance.  

For Silton, please contact Sheila Williams 01747 840220 

For Milton on Stour please contact Christine Alexander  01747 824655     
                                                      Email christine-alexander@live.co.uk   

mailto:christine-alexander@live.co.uk
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St Mary's Church remains open for private prayer every day of the 
week.  St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour is open every Tuesday and 
Saturday between 10am and 4pm.  St Nicholas, Silton is open for 
private prayer between 12noon and 4:00pm every Wednesday. 
 

 
April 2021  Common Worship Lectionary Year B 
 

Sunday 4 April  EASTER DAY 
Acts 10: 34-43; John 20: 1-18 or Mark 16: 1-8 
 

Sunday 11 April  The Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4: 13-21; 1 John 1: 1-22; John 20: 19-end 
 

Sunday 18 April  The Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3: 12-19; 1 John 3: 1-7; Luke 24: 36b-48 
 

Sunday 25 April  The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4: 5-12; 1 John 3: 16-end; John 10: 11-18 
 
 

 

Let’s Connect    

Zoom Coffee Time 
11am Every Wednesday Morning 
Join us for a cup of tea or coffee over 
Zoom.  All are very welcome. 

This is an opportunity to check in and chat with friends and 
pray together.  Please contact the Parish Office for the link. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
FROM THE REGISTERS  
 
FUNERALS 
Yeovil Crematorium 31 Mar  Janet Ivey 
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High Sheriff finds inspiration 
and hope  

Symondsbury Churchwarden George Streatfeild took on the role of High 
Sheriff of Dorset in the midst of the pandemic, and has been greatly 
encouraged by the way our parishes have responded to the needs of their 
local areas. 

 

Over the year, George managed to visit communities across the area and 
was so encouraged that he has just published a booklet, Inspiring Hope, with 
stories from 22 projects. 
 

He says: “I want to share what I have learnt with others and to make people 
aware of some of the issues facing those that are struggling in our society. I 
also wish to highlight the importance of volunteers to our communities; not 
that we in Dorset receive social welfare on the cheap, but what they do 
underpins our fabric.” 
 

Our Social Justice Manager Colin Brady says: "Our communities have many 
needs and obviously the response to those needs comes from many groups, 
not just church projects. But it’s heartening to see that, in the list of projects 
that inspired hope for the High Sheriff in his visits around Dorset, many of 
them have their origins and continue to be inspired by the vision of local 
church members who have identified a need in their community and 
responded to that with what can often be a sacrificial generosity that makes 

https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/news/high-sheriff-finds-inspiration-and-hope/image/image_view_fullscreen
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a real difference for people who are vulnerable in some way or struggling to 
get by." 
 

The Inspiring Hope booklet quotes many groups and individuals directly. 
Feedback from clients of Bournemouth Foodbank shows the vital importance 
of their work, such as: “we know that our service can bring hope, relief and 
support, changing the lives of many people who reach out to us via their 
support agencies, as well as helping to prevent crime. We will continue to do 
this until we are no longer needed.” 
 

Bournemouth Town Pastors is an independent group of Christians who patrol 
the town centre of Bournemouth at night during the weekends, “to help 
anyone in need, whether that is sickness, confusion, distress, lost, lonely, 
worse for wear or simply just needs to talk. Our aim is to ensure that people 
get home safely and to show the love of Christ by being His hands and feet 
on the streets at night.” 
 

Food Share in Dorchester puts together parcels of food from supermarket 
surplus and local growers to provide nutritional and fresh food to people who 
need that extra support. “Food parcels are delivered all over the DT1 & DT2 
postcode area. Some of the villages are some distance from Poundbury, but 
all the more important to include, as the families are more isolated. At present 
regular deliveries are made to over 90 households a week. This is enabled 
by a strong delivery team of over 30 volunteers, who willingly give their time 
and energy to see every family receives their weekly parcel.” 
 

Footprints is a long-running project that supports ex-offenders and people 
who might be caught up in a revolving door of offending behaviour, providing 
person centred-support, “developing an action plan and meeting people 
once a week enabling them to lead purposeful, fulfilling lives, contributing 
positively to the local community. Footprints successfully brings together the 
voluntary sector, police, prisons and probation to identify and fill gaps in 
services, meeting the needs of those who are currently under-supported.” 
 

The Lantern Centre in Weymouth has been providing drop-in support for 
people with mental health and other needs for many years with generous 
and active support from local churches. “Our ethos throughout our work is to 
empower the individual and always encourage personal choice and 
responsibility. The building of lasting trusting relationships with our clients 
are the foundation on which all our work is built on, the Lantern continues to 
be a place where laughter, friendship and hope are very apparent.” 
 

The Pilsdon Community in West Dorset has been a place of refuge and 
healing for 1000’s of people over the past 62 years. “Sharing each other’s 
lives at Pilsdon we learn we are not that different from each other. Our 10-
acre smallholding with cattle and sheep (often pigs and chickens too), the 
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dairy, gardens and kitchen keep us occupied and the ‘garden to table’ 
creative cooks bring us all to our dining room when the bell rings. Our Church 
and chapel bell rings 4 times daily reminding us the word ‘Love’ is a verb and 
within the practice of forgiveness for ourselves and each other we can live 
together encouragingly.” 
 

The High Sheriff also visited Routes to Roots, the project that supports 
people who are living on the streets in Poole, and was encouraged to see 
the progress being made as they convert a former chapel into a new centre 
for their work. “It is awe-inspiring and quite humbling to hear Revd Pat 
Southgate’s passion and determination to transform a rundown building into 
somewhere safe, warm and welcoming for those struggling in today’s society 
– and not just because of Covid-19. She has created an amazing team of 
volunteers to support her vision and make sure it happens.” 

 

Taken from the Diocese of Salisbury website 

 
Care of Creation  

 

Recently, thanks to Karen and Laura from Milton Church, we have begun to 
collect printer cartridges for recycling.  (You can drop yours off in St Mary’s 
Church porch, Milton Church porch or the church office or Friday recycling 
mornings in the VSR when it reopens).  Thank you to all of you who have 
already dropped off your empty cartridges it is raising money for Milton 
church as well as avoiding filling up landfill and recycling the materials.  A 
little investigation to see which ink cartridges they recycle opened up a world 
that I hadn’t seen before and made me realise there are quite a lot of 
recycling opportunities out there but not all in one place.  It is worth the effort 
in researching, but of course it would make so much more sense if 
information on recycling any things was all in an easy to find place.  I wonder 
if we all do a little research when we go to throw things away and share the 
information whether we might all manage to recycle even more effectively.   
 

Generally, I think most of us want to take care of creation - how much effort 
and sacrifice we will go to varies between us and even perhaps varies for us 
as individuals daily according to how stressed, tired or busy we are.  When 
dropping off the last car load of terracycle recycling to Stalbridge Primary 
School the new head came out and expressed his appreciation that we were 
collecting. I feel so grateful that as a school they are willing to take what we 
are collecting.  We’re both happy!  But I do have a niggling doubt about the 
amount we take to recycle which is a drop in the ocean of what is probably 
being thrown in the bin.  So much packaging, how do we cut it down in the 
first place?  Somehow, we must find ways of reducing what we are using; 
this I am discovering is not easy.  There are not that many options in the 
stores in Gillingham and surrounding towns to buy the products we need 
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without packaging and I am beginning to wonder if this is because there isn’t 
much demand.  As a church we are selling at cost price loose goods items 
because there aren’t many places locally, but the take up and interest is 
low.  This might be about poor marketing, or lack of a shop front, or worries 
about it not being a commercial business, but I am beginning to see it might 
be a very risky business for someone to set up professionally.  We are a 
culture who have become very used to massive choice. And having what we 
want almost instantaneously.  When we can buy dozens of different varieties 
of rice or beans or whatever else in plastic we might not want to be limited to 
brown or white measured into our own tubs which admittedly is probably also 
going to take more time that popping into a supermarket.  So, what’s the 
answer?  I’m not sure.  It’s pretty much accepted by most scientists now that 
we have to change the way we are living if we want there to be a planet that 
is still habitable in the not too distant future, but it seems like it is far enough 
in the future for us not to make the difficult decisions whether that is about 
the food we eat, the cars we buy, the recycling we find the time for, the 
houses we build, the ancient trees we destroy to make a journey ten minutes 
quicker, or to avoid the leaves that fall on the decking… 
 

How do we hold each other to account non-judgementally?  How to we help 
one another live in a way that is kind to the planet and to one another.  I am 
not sure it can be done without us changing our way of living, which may feel 
at first that we are making big sacrifices…but it will be worth it, and I do 
suspect when we are used to living more simply and carefully, we will find 
much more enjoyment and perhaps happiness in that way of life. 
 

The Church of England has committed to working towards being net zero by 
2030; a challenging target but commendable.  We need in our churches a 
few people who care enough about climate change, and biodiversity to work 
to help us as a church see where we are now and see what we can do to 
work towards this target…Is that you? Please let me 
know evepegler@gmail.com 
 

Revd. Eve Pegler 
 

CHARITY PLANT SALE 
Saturday 29 May 

    It is hoped to hold a big Charity Plant Sale on the Gillingham 
Town Meadow during the morning of Saturday 29 May 
supporting various local charities.   
    St Mary’s Church is taking part and would ask that you please 
remember the church when sowing your seeds and let us have 
any spare seedlings, plants and garden related items.     
    The charities being represented are: GANG, Read Easy Blackmore Vale 
North, Dementia Care, Gillingham Community Kindness, Gillingham Scouts 
and St Mary’s Church.                                           

mailto:evepegler@gmail.com
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Recipe of the Month 
 

                                      Ginger Cake 
 

100g unsalted butter 
3 tablespoons caster sugar 
1 tablespoon of no peel marmalade 
280g golden syrup 
200g self raising flour 
1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1/4 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
1 teaspoon mixed spice 
pinch of salt 
2 large eggs, beaten 
6 tablespoons milk 
 

Preheat oven 180C/160C fan/Gas 4. Line a 2lb loaf tin with a loaf tin cake 
liner. 
 

Place butter, sugar, marmalade and golden syrup in a non-stick saucepan 
and melt on a low heat. Do not boil. Leave to cool. 
 

Sift the flour, ginger, bicarbonate of soda, mixed spice and salt into a large 
bowl. 
 

Gradually add the beaten eggs and milk and the cooled golden syrup 
mixtures and whisk out any lumps. This can be done in a standard mixer 
using a balloon whisk or by hand. 
 
Pour the mixture into tin.  It will resemble a batter and it is easier to pour the 
mix into a measuring jug and pour it into the tin slowly. 
 

Bake for about 45 minutes until golden brown or until a cake tester comes 
out clean. It may need a little longer, depending on the oven. 
 

Cool in the tin on a cooling rack. 
 

Served on its own or with hot custard as a pudding 
Jean Harding 

 

This is an adapted recipe from one published originally in The Real Food 
Cookbook (consultant Editor Valentia Harris) 
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An Easter treat for foragers 
Wild garlic is an herb with delicious 
flavour and so easy to forage. March and 
April is the time to go picking. It’s one of 
the first plants to carpet the woods. You 
will find the wild garlic poking up in low-
lying places by streams and protected 

woods. Make sure you pick away from dogs and roads and wash well before 
eating. Wild garlic leaves are best when very tender, so pick when the garlic 
is just coming up - the moment the garlic begins to flower, the leaves become 
too strong in flavour, but the flowers do make a pretty addition to spring 
salads. Freshly picked it will last in the fridge for a week.  When cooked, wild 
garlic has a delicate flavour. To eat raw, find the youngest leaves and add to 
a salad mix.  Use wild garlic instead of spinach leaves. Add it to pasta 
sauces, or use it for a tangy pesto that makes a versatile dip, pasta sauce or 
filling (especially mushrooms). 
 

Wild Garlic Pesto Recipe (suitable for vegans).  Serves 4-6  
 

Ingredients 

¶ 25g pine nuts, toasted 

¶ 50g hazelnuts, roasted, and skins rubbed off 

¶ 100 - 175ml extra virgin olive oil 

¶ large handful fresh very young tender garlic leaves 

¶ 1 tbsp lemon juice 

¶ 1 tsp apple juice concentrate 

¶ salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 

Method 
1. In a food processor or in a pestle and mortar crush the pine nuts and 

hazelnuts roughly and then decant them into a bowl and set aside. 
2. Puree the wild garlic leaves with the olive oil just enough to break up the 

wild garlic to a rough texture. 
3. Add the lemon juice and apple juice concentrate and mix. 
4. Pour the wild garlic mixture into the crushed nuts and stir in. 
5. Season to taste. 
6. Serve with sourdough bread, as a pasta sauce, or as a dip. 

 

¶ The pesto will keep in the fridge for a week or two so long as the top is 
covered with a layer of olive oil. You can also freeze it. Freeze in small 
containers, so that you can take out a little at a time. 

¶ This pesto is also delicious made with rocket, young spinach leaves, 
watercress or basil. 
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Strangers 
 

We were fortunate enough to have spent three years in the beautiful Island 
of Cyprus, leaving in 1974.  In July of that year, President Makarios was 
deposed illegally by a junta controlled from Athens. Turkey responded 
initially, to protect their population, mainly in the north, by invading, taking 
3% of the Island into their control. The United Nations did not recognise the 
new Greek regime, and during an unsettled hiatus, Turkey followed up with 
a further invasion taking 36% of the Island, which they still control today. 
[A United Nations Peacekeeping Force had been in Cyprus since 1964] 
 

During our time from 1971, all seemed peaceful and quiet, whatever tensions 
there may have been beneath the surface.   Cypriot Turks and Greeks lived 
separately, but not far apart, typically in adjacent villages.   
 

Cyprus was not the highly developed tourist destination it is today. Traditions 
permeated many aspects of life; the three day marriages; men gathering in 
cafes to chat and consume a short, strong, and sweet coffee; retreating to 
the Troodos mountain resorts during the extreme heat of summer.    One is 
never far away from one of those black habited, and bearded Orthodox 
priests. 
 
A particularly remote and deserted part was Karpas, known as the 
'Panhandle', a northeast projection of the Island, with extensive south facing 
sandy beaches.   
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The following poem was written, inspired by an expedition we made there in 
the high summer 
 

Crescent of silver sand around the bay 
reflecting in the midday sun relentless 
shimmering heat that saps the will to move. 
We made inland and found some shade within 
an olive grove; gnarled ancient trees, 
desiccated sentinels to a much coveted land. 
 

Ahead there was a farmstead, square stone walls     
a roof of tin.  The stench of rotting carob 
filled the air; a Turk in baggy salvar              
hooking up his oxen to a plough.                              
Three women all in black appeared and whisked     
away our son, the merest babe and blond. 
 

They gestured to the sun, and head.  Relieved 
we understood.   The cool within was welcome 
as indeed were we; a simple space, 
sparse, with earthen floors.    Cordials 
to slake our thirst, baklava, candied                               
fruits were pressed upon us; the world made smaller                                 
by a caring family, living off the land, 
sharing what they had with utter strangers.                      

 Mitch 
 

Average age of churchgoers 
 

The average age of a pre-Covid churchgoer in 2020 was 50, whereas the 
average of a person living in England as a whole was 41. So, churchgoers 
are almost 10 years above the average in age. It doesn’t vary hugely by 
gender – in 2020 male churchgoers were 48 on average and female 51. 
 

In Scotland in 2020 folk were slightly older – the average male churchgoer 
was 53 and women were 55. These are against a population average of 42, 
so Scottish churchgoers have a larger gap.  We don’t have the same 
information about Welsh churchgoers or those in N Ireland, though their 
average population ages in 2020 were, respectively, 42 and 40 (making the 
overall UK rate 41). 
 

Scottish churchgoers have consistently been older than English churchgoers 
over the last 40 years. Almost certainly this is partly because England has 
seen huge numbers of immigrants, asylum seekers, workers, students 
coming to the country since the 1980s, a number of whom come from 
Christian countries and presumably would join a local church.  
 

Taken from Parish Pump  
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Church Officers at St Mary’s 
 

CHURCHWARDENS       Mr Tom Wickson             01747 833663 

                   Mrs Charlotte Armstrong 07873 407869  

PCC TREASURERS                - 

PCC SECRETARY Meriol Cottrell  01747 825819 

STEWARDSHIP RECORDER  - 

LEGACY OFFICER Mr Tom Wickson  01747 833663 

ELECTORAL ROLL Parish Office  01747 821598 
 

Church Contacts at St Mary’s 
 

BELL RINGING Dr Teresa Goatham             01747 823797  

FLOWER ARRANGING Mrs Charlotte Armstrong 07873 407869 

MOTHERS' UNION     Parish Office      01747 821598 

ORGANIST Dr Daniel Cummins  via Parish Office 

SERVERS Mr Steve Butler  01747 861330 

LIFTS TO CHURCH - 

VICARAGE SCHOOLROOM                                                                    

Bookings can be made through the Parish Office             01747 821598 
                                      

Church Officers at St Simon & St Jude 
 

CHURCHWARDENS Mrs Su Hunt                        01747 840333 

 Mr Melvin Stroud  01747 822317 

PCC SECRETARY Mrs Christine Alexander 01747 824655 

PCC TREASURER                  Louise Cotter                 01747 840355            

ELECTORAL ROLL Mrs Su Hunt  01747 840333 

ABCD/GIFT AID        Wendy Braithwaite  01747 822566 
 

Church Officers at St Nicholas’s 
 

CHURCHWARDENS Mrs Anne Bridge                 01963 31983 

 Mr Peter Williams               01747 840275  

PCC SECRETARY Mrs Sheila Williams              01747 840220 

PCC TREASURER                  Mrs Sue Matthews               01747 840516 

ELECTORAL ROLL        Mrs Sheila Williams              01747 840220 
 

 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOL 
 

St Mary the Virgin, Gillingham.                Tel. 01747 824446 

Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Bullmore  

Milton on Stour                 Tel. 01747 822588 

Headteacher: Mrs Rhiannon Tidby  
 

 

 

 

 


