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God is community and we are community
I went up to London recently one Saturday on the train. I got off the local train
at Deptford and walked up the High Street to meet my son and grandson.
On the High Street was a lovely old fashioned street market. Fabrics and fruit
jostled table to table with hand cream and hardware. I was struck by how
wonderful it was to be in a normal regular social space again with appropriate
social distancing and lots and lots of people
Human beings are made for communities. These are both communities of
arrangement, family and friends, and also communities of coincidence and
strangers. As we emerge from this latest lockdown, it is good to renew our
commitment to communities.
Zoom, and all the varieties of video call, have been good in helping us to
keep in touch with one another, and they will continue to have a place.
However, they can never replace the being together, that we have all missed.
The Christian view of God as Trinity, reminds us that God is community; a
community of Father, Son and Holy Spirit; a community of variety, inclusion
and difference. We too find our true identity in such social communities which
copy the community of God in variety, inclusion and difference.
So it is very good to be back meeting safely together in church and café,
supermarket and sports stadium, on the street and on the Town Meadow.
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews, in a different time and a different
place, wrote, "Let us not give up the habit of meeting together... instead let
us encourage one another all the more." (Hebrew 10.25)
One with you in the love that unites us all,
Peter
With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions please do
continue to look out for the most up to date information on the newsletter and
e-mail which you can sign up for by e-mailing Carole
on gillinghamanglican@gmail.com The website ‘What’s on’ page also has
regular posts www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk. Please do remember your
neighbours who don’t have online access and print off the relevant
information for them if you can.
If you would like to talk to someone familiar please don't wait for someone to
telephone you - ring someone from church or telephone the office and we
will arrange for someone to give you a call for a chat and/or pray on the
telephone.
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Resources from the Church of England
There are a range of new and existing Christian resources available for
people to engage with at this difficult and challenging time in the life of the
nation and the world:
Weekly service broadcasts - these are made available each Sunday
through the Church's Facebook page.


Time to Pray app - everything you need for Prayer During the Day, with
variations according to the day of the week and the season of the Church’s
year. Download for free https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray



Daily hope – offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship
services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone, 24 hours
a day – 0800 8048044



Daytime prayer and Night prayer service audio - building on the
existing daily prayer feed, this includes daytime prayer and night prayer
for each day, in audio and text. Texts available in both contemporary and
traditional forms for Prayer during the Day, Evening Prayer, Night Prayer
and Morning Prayer, taken from Common Worship: Daily Prayer.
Available on the Church of England website and as a downloadable app.



Sunday Worship – Radio 4 at 8.10am.



Songs of Praise – every Sunday on BBC1 at 1.15pm.



Choral Evensong – every Sunday on Radio 3 at 3.00pm, and every
Wednesday at 3.30pm.



The BBC's Daily Service – on BBC Radio 4 LW, at 9.45am and at
bbc.co.uk.




Mental
health
reflections
– 13
daily
reflections
(https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/mental-healthresources/supporting-good-mental-health) that seek to provide
hope, reassurance and comfort. We have also published five tips
(https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/mental-healthresources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips) to help
tackle loneliness and isolation.

Smart speaker apps – the Church of England’s smart speaker apps
enables millions of users to ask the Church of England for prayers,
explanations of the Christian faith, location-based information about
local church events and services, and more. It can be used with Amazon
Alexa and Google Home.
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Bishop addresses Lords one last time

Photo courtesy Church in Parliament
11 Jun, 2021 10:58 PM
Bishop Nicholas has had a busy week, making his last speech in the
House of Lords, recording a sermon for the BBC Local Radio's national
Sunday Service and speaking at a live streamed event at Truro
Cathedral in advance of the G7.
Speaking into the second reading of the Environment Bill the Bishop said:
"It has been a privilege to make a small contribution to the workings of this
House and to pray for this one small room in God’s big house. I thank your
Lordships for your purposeful and expert collaboration and companionship.
I thank the staff of the House for their unfailing helpfulness and
courteousness, and the former and present Lord Speakers and their
deputies. I wish your Lordships well in your consideration of this crucial Bill
and will continue to pray for you in all your deliberations."
Lord Lexden, the Deputy Speaker in the Lords responded:
"I am sure the House would wish me to express thanks and best wishes to
the right reverend Prelate."
Next to speak was Baroness McIntosh of Pickering, who praised Bishop
Nicholas, saying:
"As we joined the House more or less at the same time, I have watched with
admiration his excellent contributions and the leadership he has shown. I
speak as a member of the Rural Affairs Group of the Church of England.
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"Once again, today the right reverend Prelate has set out the key aspects of
concern in the Bill, not just to those of faith but to all noble Lords and to the
general public, while identifying its spiritual elements too.
"I would add in passing that I think all owe a debt of gratitude to his leadership
and pastoral care in the dreadful incidents of poisoning in his diocese. Before
that, he served with great distinction as vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields from
1995 to 2011. I am sure that those there will be forever grateful. I pay tribute
to his work at that time in the restoration project, where he initiated and led
a £36 million buildings renewal project, which will be a lasting legacy of his
tireless work.
"The House of Lords has benefited from his wise counsel and his
championing of nature and the environment. We all wish him every possible
future happiness and hope that he will continue the good fight for nature and
the environment."
In a good-hearted debate, Lord Cormack added:
"I also echo the eloquent words of my noble friend Lady McIntosh and wish
the right reverend Prelate every possible happiness and success in what I
trust will be a long, active and healthy retirement. I am slightly surprised that
such a young man should retire!"
The Church in Parliament tweeted a link to the official record.
Taken from Grapevine, Salisbury Diocese

From the Dean of Salisbury
A street art installation in Salisbury’s High Street features the words “WHAT
IF WE…” emblazoned across the top of a blackboard. Passers-by are invited
to chalk their hopes and aspirations beneath. I read through the responses
this morning and some of them made me smile. One reads “What if we… all
had more ice-cream”. That gets my vote. Another reads “What if we… had
an underground skate park”. Niche. Many more are really heartening, the
sorts of pleas for peace, reconciliation and environmental sustainability that
are a feature of most church intercessions boards.
This year I have had the privilege of chairing the Diocesan Vacancy in See
Committee. We have now produced our statement of what we believe we
need in our new Bishop. I am hugely grateful to the Committee’s members
for their strenuous efforts in its compilation. One of the disciplines we had to
learn as we worked was that of reminding ourselves that we were not
embarked upon a churchy version of that piece of art. We were not setting
out a wish list of everything that would be “nice to have” in a new Bishop.
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No: our task was to discern what we might need in a new Bishop. That is a
very different exercise because it starts from a very different place. It starts
not with our agenda, but with God’s. “He measures us by our needs, and we
must not measure Him by our impatience”, as Jeremy Taylor writes.

Accordingly, after much prayer and widespread consultation, we have
prioritised five qualities. We believe we need a holy bishop, a visionary
bishop, a courageous bishop, a unifying bishop, and a visible bishop.
Yet because the agenda is God’s and not ours, we know that when our new
Bishop is appointed s/he may be all of those things – and may still tell us
things we don’t wish to hear and lead us down paths we have not yet
followed.
We pray that the six Diocesan representatives who will serve on the Crown
Nominations Commission will work effectively with their colleagues from the
national Church to realise God’s will for our needs.
And if the next Bishop of Salisbury gives us all more ice-cream then I for one
will not be complaining…
Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos
Taken from Grapevine, Salisbury Diocese
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From Bishop Karen:

This month brings a significant change in the life of the Diocese with the
departure of Bishop Nicholas. We give thanks for his ministry and all that he
and Helen have been amongst us, and we pray for them as they move to
pastures new. Bishop Nicholas has steered us through some significant
times during which we have had an emphasis on praying, serving, and
growing as we have sought to renew hope inside and outside the church.
Politically there has been much to bring theological insight too including
Brexit and the Salisbury poisonings and of course there has been the
increasing urgency of environmental awareness as we steward God’s
wonderful world. All these and much more have demanded Diocesan and
national engagement and commitment.
In one way we now enter a time of waiting as those from the Diocese elected
to the Crown Nomination Commission, with others, begin the task of
discerning who God might be calling to be the next Diocesan Bishop. Yet
Christians are not called to complacency, and the expectation of the arrival
of a new Bishop needs to be balanced by a commitment to the tasks in hand,
and the continuous joining in with all that God is doing in our midst. As we
emerge from the pandemic there is a calling to take stock, to do the looking
back and looking forward to see what we have valued and want to retain, or
where things need to be different; there is a real need to address some of
the challenges including the affordability of ministry and how we can properly
resource a changing church with realism; and there is an opportunity to
celebrate the new things that God is doing and join in with them.
In this time of change, I therefore invite you to join with me in the interim as
we tackle some of these challenges and opportunities together. As we do so
we can be encouraged by the helpful instructions given to the Church in
Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 5: 16 -18) ‘Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of Christ Jesus
for you’.
Bishop Karen
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What’s On in July and August 2021
For more information on any of the events below please contact the church
office using the details at the front of the magazine.
Worship in the Wild Churchyard Sunday 4th July and Sunday 1st August.
Worship outside in Milton on Stour Churchyard with space for thought,
creativity and food. For more details please contact evepegler@gmail.com
Meditation Taking time aside to be still and quiet helps us to be open to God
and to one another. There are opportunities most weeks to join corporately
in meditation throughout the benefice. In July and August meditation and
lectio divina (gentle bible reading) will be in St Mary’s Church on Saturday
10th and 24th July and 7th and 21st August at 10am, Thursday 1st, 15th and
29th July and 12th and 26th August at 7.30pm. Please keep watch on the pew
sheet for updated information just in case regulations change and we return
to mediation on zoom.
Eden Café, Loose Goods Shop and
Terracycle Recycling in the Vicarage
School Room on Wednesdays 2pm 5pm, Thursdays and Fridays 10am 12noon.
Come and have a drink and sweet
treat, buy your loose goods straight into
your tubs, save and bring along
your biscuit, sweet and chocolate
wrappers, crisp packets and Pringle
tubes, oral care tubes etc like
toothpaste tubes, bread bags, coffee
pods, milk bottle tops, pens, felt tips
and other stationery items, printer ink
cartridges
and
cheese
wrappers. Please make sure you have
pre-sorted them into separate bags so
you can speedily deposit them in the
boxes. Remember to bring a mask, to
keep your distance and to sanitise your
hands on the way in and out.
Walk Day Walking with others in the
beautiful surroundings of nearby fields and lanes. Tuesday 20 th July and
Tuesday 10th August. Destinations to be decided. Most likely the walks will
begin at 10am and will be about 8 miles long. For more details please
contact evepegler@gmail.com
9

HYMN: The story behind ‘Glorious Things of
Thee Are Spoken’
Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
He whose word cannot be broken
Formed thee for His own abode.
On the rock of ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes.
See, the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,
Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage:
Grace, which like the Lord the giver,
Never fails from age to age?...
The year was 1800, and Vienna was under bombardment by Napoleon’s
troops. The great Austrian composer, Haydn, then old and frail, asked to be
carried to his piano. There he made his own defiance of Napoleon, by
solemnly playing through his composition ‘Emperor’s Hymn’. Haydn had
composed it for the Austrian Emperor, Franz ll’s birthday on 12 February
1797. Haydn never touched his piano again, and died a few days later, aged
77.
That is where the tune for this well-loved hymn came from. It quickly became
the tune of the Austrian national anthem. It was later even adopted by the
Germans, as the tune for August Heinrich Hoffman von Fallersleben’s (1798
– 1874) anthem Deutschlandslied, which began with the famous words:
‘Deutschland uber alles’ (Germany before everything). In the ensuing
political upheavals, the tune survived in the German national anthem, but
was abandoned by the Austrians in 1946.
In the meantime, the tune had also reached England, as early as 1805. It
was then that the words of a hymn by John Newton were first paired up with
it. This meant that when the Austrian Emperor Franz visited his grandmother
Queen Victoria, at Windsor Castle, he most likely would have sung his own
national anthem tune to English words written by a converted slave trader
turned country vicar!
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John Newton’s inspiration for this hymn comes from Psalm 87: ‘Glorious
things are spoken of you, O city of God’ (vs3) and also a text from Isaiah
33:20-21: ‘Look on Zion… there the Lord in majesty will be for us a place of
broad rivers and streams…’
John Newton’s hymn celebrates the joy of knowing that the Church is the
new Jerusalem (Zion) where God abides. He rejoices that God protects His
people and promises to supply their needs. He leads them into the Promised
Land, just as long ago He led the Israelites through the wilderness to their
Promised Land. Back then, He led them with a fiery and cloudy pillar; now
we have His very Spirit within us, to guide us each step of the way home.
Taken from Parish Pump

Church notices that didn’t quite come out
right….
The preacher for Sunday next will be found hanging on the notice board in
the porch.
The minister is going on holiday next Saturday. Could all missionary boxes
be handed into the vicarage by Friday evening, at the latest.
Ladies, when you have emptied the teapot, please stand upside down in the
sink.
There will be a procession in the grounds of the monastery next Sunday
afternoon. If it rains in the afternoon, the procession will take place in the
morning.
The sacristan was in a hurry to inform the congregation that their minister
had recovered from an illness, so he put the following notice outside the
church: God is good. The vicar is better.
Taken from Parish Pump

St Simon & St Jude June 100 Club winners
1st Helen Little
2nd Jacqui Ridout
3rd Janet Smart
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Care of Creation #30dayswild

It was suggested to me for this month’s article I share some experiences of
the Wildlife Trusts’ #30dayswild which happens every June. I know that some
of you have been doing all this for years, and will have many tips to share
and stories to tell, which would be great to hear.
The Wildlife Trusts invite people to sign-up and try one ‘random act of
wildness’ every day, for 30 days in June. Fans join a supportive online
community for inspiration, practical advice and wildlife-watching tips, or
perhaps those who prefer support each other by phone or by suggesting
activities to do together.
I hope sharing a few of my experiences might help encourage others to take
the plunge into wildness, which can be accessed at varying degrees of wild!
Regular readers might be aware that we have been on a journey of allowing
our garden at the Vicarage to ‘go wild’ over the past few years, and this year,
partly due to circumstance and weather even the raised veg beds on the
patio have joined in the wilding, but it’s all worth it!
I’ve discovered some of the salads from last year have survived over winter
and there is plenty of rocket to eat; sunflowers are appearing even though I
haven’t planted them; flowers which I thought never managed to flower last
year and should have perished over winter are in full early bloom with a
heavenly scent.
A couple of weeks ago the noisy night-time snuffling made me wonder if we
had a hedgehog visiting…I was wrong, we have at least two hedgehogs
possibly three that come every night to partake in the delicacies on offer at
Fern Brook Lane. They might live in the garden somewhere, they might not,
but they are heard every night, and with a little patience can be seen too.
The garden is full of the sound of mini plops every time I pass the pond with
froggy eyes peeping at me from the water. The Great Spotted Woodpecker,
mum and dad, spend almost all day long on the peanut feeder, they must
have babies nearby. The goldfinches have fledged along with hoards of
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sparrows and starlings. There is a mouse or two, (wood or field? I’m not sure)
living in the pallet planters and no end of flying and crawling insects, The
pollinators are having a field day!
To be wild, we need only go out into our gardens if we are willing to ditch the
chemical killers, switch the fertilisers and feed to natural and organic and to
give up a bit of orderly planting.
I’ve realised the bonus to seeing with different eyes are those things formerly
called weeds, which are now not something to battle against, but something
to embrace; money is saved as nature sows her own flower display, some of
them edible. There are often plenty of surprises too.
Some of the other wild things further afield have been breakfast in the wood
with the dawn chorus; watching for otters (as yet unseen by me but 3 spotted
by members of St Mary’s congregation); read a wildlife book and poem;
making wildflower seed balls with the worship at Milton Churchyard (a
highlight of Sunday was being shown by fellow worshipers all the things they
discovered in a short walk around the churchyard), finding feathers, flowers,
egg shells, insects. Picked up litter; listened out for birdsong and learning to
identify, connected to the earth barefoot, hugged a tree…. I am looking next
for the opportunity for a wild swim, to make a natural picture, or paint
something wild, dance in the rain, create a new micro or mini habitat (e.g.
log piles, wildflower meadow, pond, edible hedge), lie on my back and watch
the clouds. Endless possibilities and probably something for everyone.
A survey of last year’s participants revealed that some of the things people
found not only fun but did them good was listening to birdsong, exercising
and eating outdoors, identifying and planting wildflowers and going on a bug
hunt.
In 2020, a five-year review of 30 Days Wild participants, run in conjunction
with the University of Derby, found people reported they felt happier and
healthier from taking part, with positive effects lasting for at least two months
afterwards.
It seems to me that 30 days wild might not be enough. 365 days wild might
do the trick. So if you’re reading this in July or August, don’t be downhearted,
let’s make the next 365 days wild starting here.
Let’s share ideas on how to be just a little bit wild every day of the year, not
only for our own health but for the health of the whole of creation.
Revd. Eve Pegler

13

The 100th Birthday of Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, was born 100 years ago on 10th June 1921,
on a dining room table in Corfu, at a villa called Mon Repos.
He was born Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark and always thought of
himself as Danish, though he was in line of succession to both thrones. He
was the fifth child of Princess Alice of Battenberg and Prince Andrew of
Greece and Denmark. He left Greece at the age of 18 months, travelling in
an orange crate crib, when his father was banished from the country as a
result of the Greco-Turkish war.
Philip was brought up as a Greek Orthodox Christian but spoke neither
Greek nor Danish, though he was fluent in French and German. He lived part
of his childhood years in Paris. His maternal grandfather, Prince Louis of
Battenberg, who died shortly after Philip’s birth, was a naturalised British
subject who changed his name to Mountbatten – a “translation” of Battenberg
– because of anti-German sentiment following the war. This was the name
Philip eventually took.
Philip’s mother was diagnosed with schizophrenia and spent little time with
her son, being confined to an asylum. Before his attachment to Princess
Elizabeth, Philip was linked with Canadian debutante Osla Benning.
Tim Lenton, taken from Parish Pump

Opening and closing churches in the UK
There were an estimated 45,500 congregations or churches in the UK in
2020: 79%, in England, 8% (3,700 churches) in Wales, 8% (3,500 churches)
in Scotland and 5% (2,100 churches) in Northern Ireland.
New congregations are being started or having to close all the time, and in
the fifteen years since 2005 it is estimated that collectively some 3,100 new
congregations have started while some 5,800 have closed, a net drop of
2,700 across the UK.
Most of the Anglican new congregations are in the Church of England, many
of which are planted by the larger churches. A third of all the churches which
have closed in the last 15 years have been Methodist, followed by the
Anglicans and Roman Catholics (both 15%) and the Presbyterians
(9%). The Baptists (7% of all closures) have also seen over 400 churches
close in the last 15 years, which is one in eight of their congregations.
Taken from Parish Pump
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JULY AND AUGUST SERVICES
Worship will be subject to the government regulations of 'hands, face and
space' and may be subject to change depending on government restrictions.
With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions
please check the website ‘What’s on’ page www.gilinghamanglican.co.uk
or contact the Parish Office.
Sunday 4 July 5th Sunday after Trinity (Proper 9)
CW Lectionary 2 Sam. 5: 1-5, 9-10; 2 Cor. 12: 2-10; Mark 6: 1-13
10:00am Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am BCP Holy Communion
St Nicholas, Silton
3:00pm Outdoor Worship
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 11 July 6th after Trinity (Proper 10)
CW Lectionary 2 Sam. 6: 1-5, 12b-19; Eph. 1: 3-14; Mark 6: 14-29
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am CW Holy Communion
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 18 July 7th after Trinity (Proper 11)
CW Lectionary 2 Sam. 7: 1-14a; Eph. 2: 11-end; Mark 6: 30-34,53-end
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am BCP Holy Communion
St Nicholas Church, Silton
6:30pm Evensong
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 25 July James the Apostle
CW Lectionary Jer. 45: 1-5;Acts 11: 27-12:2; Matt. 20: 20-28
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am CW Holy Communion
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 1 August 9th after Trinity (Proper 13)
CW Lectionary 2 Sam. 11: 26-12:13a; Eph. 4: 1-16; John 6: 24-35
10:00am Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am BCP Holy Communion
St Nicholas, Silton
3:00pm Outdoor Worship
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 8 August 9th after Trinity (Proper 14)
CW Lectionary 2 Sam. 18: 5-9,15,31-33; Eph. 4: 25–5:2; John 6: 35,41-51
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am CW Holy Communion
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
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Sunday 15 August The Blessed Virgin Mary
CW Lectionary Isa. 61: 10-end; Gal. 4: 4-7; Luke 1: 46-55
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am BCP Holy Communion
St Nicholas Church, Silton
6:30pm Evensong
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 22 August 12th after Trinity (Proper 16)
CW Lectionary 1 Kings 8: 22-30, 41-43; Eph. 6: 10-20; John 6: 56-69
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham
10:30am CW Holy Communion
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 29 August 13th after Trinity (Proper 17)
CW Lectionary Song of Sol. 2: 8-13; James 1: 17-end; Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23
10:00am Holy Communion
St Mary’s Church, Gillingham

St Mary's Church remains open for private prayer every day of the week
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour is open every day 10am – 4pm
St Nicholas, Silton is open for private prayer between 12noon and 4:00pm
every Wednesday

MID-WEEK SERVICES
Holy Communion at St Mary’s

Wednesday 10.30am

FROM THE REGISTERS
FUNERALS
St Mary’s Church
St Nicholas Church
Salisbury Crematorium
Gillingham Cemetery
St Mary’s Church
Salisbury Crematorium
Yeovil Crematorium
Yeovil Crematorium

28 May
01 June
01 June
02 June
08 June
09 June
16 June
18 June

Gordon Hunt
Heather Nugent
Margaret Smith
Thomas Glover
Cicely Clough
Dorothy Carrick
Dennis Grange
Barbara Paul
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Crossword – taken from Parish Pump
ACROSS
1 Sent out three times on a reconnaissance mission from Noah’s ark
(Genesis 8:8–12) (4)
3 ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon
receives’ (8)
9 Described by the 19th-century MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in
solution’ (7)
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)
14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for example, Canterbury,
York (13)
17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God
(Leviticus 21:20) (5)
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)
23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4)
DOWN
1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2 Church of England incumbent
(5)
4 What Epaphroditus was to Paul
(Philippians 2:25) (6-7)
5 Mother of David’s sixth son (2
Samuel 3:5) (5)
6 ‘We are hard pressed on every
side, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not in — ’ (2 Corinthians 4:8)
(7)
7 It destroys treasures on earth
(Matthew 6:19) (4)
8 It threatened Paul in Jerusalem
(Acts 21:35) (3,3)
13 Well-known Reference Bible
that espoused dispensationalism
(8)
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7)
16 Real do (anag.) (6)
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18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many things’ (Luke 10:41)
(5)
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man
considers every day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites
camped (Exodus 15:27)

Wordsearch – taken from Parish Pump
Doubting Thomas
If you have ever doubted aspects of your Christian faith, St Thomas is the
saint for you. His feast day is on 3rd July.
Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, was deeply devoted, but also very
honest whenever he got confused. When Jesus spoke of going to his Father
(John 14), Thomas was not afraid to ask Him where His Father was. As for
the Resurrection, that really baffled Thomas. He demanded to see the risen
Jesus for himself - and touch the wounds in His hands and feet. When Jesus
appeared, Thomas’ immediate response was one of worship: “My Lord and
my God” (John 20).
Thus, Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to honest faith, have become
a reassurance for thousands of us down the centuries who also sometimes
doubt Jesus. In Doubting Thomas’ complete affirmation of faith, after meeting
the risen, crucified Christ, we can find support for our own faith in Him.
Thomas
Doubt
Feast
Confused
Afraid
Resurrection
Demanded
See
Touch
Hands
Response
Lord
God

Saint
Faith
Honest
Father
Where
Baffled
Risen
Support
Wounds
Feet
Worship
My
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Sound poem
“Piano Recital Ely Cathedral”
It is the spring of nineteen sixty nine.
Evening shadows lengthen, birdsong fades.
An eager crowd respectful moves in line
through the doors of Ely's famous shrine
towering o'er the flatness of fens.
Progress is slow along the aisle and nave.
A gentle hum of voices can be heard
above the shuffling of the many feet
searching to find an advantageous seat.
The scrape of wooden chair legs on a floor
of ancient stone, reverberates around.
Later music will, suffuse and fill
this hallowed place, ''Jewel of the Shire''.
We are to hear ''The Maestro of Ukraine''
Sviatoslav Richter, struggling with his name
the Dean proclaims ''...there will be no applause.
This is a church, dedicated to Our Lord!’’
One can discern the gentlest of a groan
rippling through those seated as they learn
this giant of the keyboard will be denied
appreciation pent from all inside.
The programme is a connoisseur's delight
Chopin, Schubert.... Melodies take flight
around the vaulted ceiling. Chords and trills
ring around the vastness of this space.
After each and every piece, a breathless
silence reigns and holds us in suspense.
The final music, a Schumann Fantasy
holds us spellbound, near to ecstasy.
Again that silence! Then a shout ''Bravo!''
A tenuous clap, another, then some more.
The dam is breached, a deluge of applause
pours forth. All is smiles, the Russian smiles
and offers up this concert to Our Lord.
Mitch
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Recipe of the month
Lentil, Feta and Carrot Salad

2 tbsp oil
250g ready to eat Puy lentils or 125g dried lentils to cook
500g carrots, peeled, halved and cut into batons
1 tsp cumin Seeds
1 tbsp clear honey
½ lemon, juiced
1 red onion, finely sliced
Chopped up mint (large handful)
85g feta cheese, crumbled
Method
1. Heat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. In a shallow roasting tin, toss
together half the oil, the cumin, carrots and some seasoning. Roast for
25 minutes, turning halfway through cooking. Drizzle over the honey,
stir and roast for 5 minutes more.
2. Gently heat the cooked lentils with the onion, lemon juice, remaining oil,
salt and pepper. Allow to cool slightly while the carrots finish cooking.
3. Pile up lentils and carrots and sprinkle with feta and plenty of mint.
For a vegan version serve with houmous instead of the feta.
Recipe suggestions:Add lambs lettuce, spinach or rocket leaves
For a vegan version serve with houmous instead of the feta
Answers to July crossword
ACROSS: 1, Dove. 3, Offender. 9, Alcohol. 10, Loses. 11, Horam.
12, Ophrah. 14, Archbishopric. 17, Samuel. 19, Dwarf. 22, Lacks.
23, Imagine. 24, Military. 25, Revd.
DOWN: 1, Drachmas. 2, Vicar. 4, Fellow-soldier. 5, Eglah. 6, Despair.
7, Rust. 8, The mob. 13, Scofield. 15, Chancel. 16, Ordeal. 18, Upset.
20, Alike. 21, Elim.
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Church Officers at St Mary’s
CHURCHWARDENS

Mr Tom Wickson
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
PCC TREASURER
Mr Mike Sargent
PCC SECRETARY
Meriol Cottrell
STEWARDSHIP RECORDER Mrs Helen Long
LEGACY OFFICER
Mr Tom Wickson
ELECTORAL ROLL
Parish Office

01747 833663
07873 407869
01747 821962
01747 825819
01747 833663
01747 821598

Church Contacts at St Mary’s
BELL RINGING
Dr Teresa Goatham
FLOWER ARRANGING
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
MOTHERS' UNION
Parish Office
ORGANIST
Dr Daniel Cummins
SERVERS
Mr Mike Sargent
VICARAGE SCHOOLROOM
Bookings can be made through the Parish Office

01747 823797
07873 407869
01747 821598
via Parish Office
01747 821962
01747 821598

Church Officers at St Simon & St Jude
CHURCHWARDEN
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL
ABCD/GIFT AID

Mr Melvin Stroud
Mrs Christine Alexander
Louise Cotter
Mrs Su Hunt
Wendy Braithwaite

01747 822317
01747 824655
01747 840355
01747 840333
01747 822566

Church Officers at St Nicholas’s
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL

Mrs Anne Bridge
Mr Peter Williams
Mrs Sheila Williams
Mrs Sue Matthews
Mrs Sheila Williams

01963 31983
01747 840275
01747 840220
01747 840516
01747 840220

CHURCH OF ENGLAND VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOL
St Mary the Virgin, Gillingham.
Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Bullmore
Milton on Stour
Headteacher: Mrs Rhiannon Tidby

Tel. 01747 824446
Tel. 01747 822588
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R A CLARE
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

PAINTING & DECORATING
Tel. 01747 831118 Mob. 07790368480
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Advertising rates for 12 months
Full page £135
Half page £75
Quarter page £40
We are offering FREE advertising
for the remaining 6 months of 2021
to advertisers who agree to sign
up and pay in advance for
advertising in the 2022 editions.
Please note that IMPACT does not
endorse or recommend any of the
companies or societies that
appear in this publication.
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PRIVATE CARER
Tina Brown
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE






palliative
mental health
dementia
autism and down’s syndrome
complex care 24/7

Pop-in visits, overnight, respite

ALL AVAILABLE
Worked within the NHS & BUPA NVQ3
Insured, DBS checked, references.

Please contact Tina or Paul on
01747 826174 or 07775430457
Email: tinacares2@btinternet.com
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