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September
September is the beginning of the new school year (almost the beginning of
the new football year!) and a place to start again or anew for lots of other
areas of life. Especially with COVID as we learn week by week what and how
we can begin again.
I think you will probably have memories of school in September. Perhaps
you can remember your very first day at school. I can. Standing small in a
crowd of grown-ups and children outside Waterton Road Infant School. The
beginning of the new school year brings memories of shiny black new school
shoes, and new school uniforms that were slightly too big for you. Bought
for you to grow into. I always had butterflies in my stomach at the start of a
new school year, before settling again into the swing of things. Remembering
all these things we pray for, all those students at school, college and
university, starting or starting again this September. We pray too for families,
staff and governors and all associated with the lives of our town's schools,
and all who live here who work further afield in the field of education.
In the life of the church this new month brings returning and new activities.
Climate Sunday is on September the 5th, this year ahead of COP26 to be
held in Glasgow in November; Ride and Stride, the fund-raising initiative for
historic churches across the country takes place on Saturday September 11;
and on September the 12th Salisbury Diocese's Generous Giving campaign
begins. You will find a leaflet about this enclosed with this edition. In case it
has dropped out here are some of the headlines.
Bishop Karen writes to us all to remind us of God's good gifts to us, to
encourage thankfulness amongst us, and to ask us to continue or begin to
be generous givers. If we are unable to be generous with our money, there
are other ways for us to be generous - with our time, prayers and attitude.
There will be a Sunday focus for four weeks and things to think about at
home during the weeks. Across our benefice our parishes have different
financial situations so that can be reflected more locally Sunday by Sunday.
The larger call to be generous givers is a foundational part of our Christian
discipleship whatever the financial situation of our parish church. The call to
be generous for our own benefit, happiness and well-being is part of the
shared wisdom of humanity. The call for each parish to give a share to the
diocese means that ministry can truly be shared from the village to the city,
the smallest congregation to the largest, and the least well off to the most
wealthy. Let’s pray for one another and think of one another as we begin or
begin again this September,
God bless, love Peter
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Resources from the Church of England
There are a range of new and existing Christian resources available for
people to engage with at this difficult and challenging time in the life of the
nation and the world:
Weekly service broadcasts - these are made available each Sunday
through the Church's Facebook page.


Time to Pray app - everything you need for Prayer During the Day, with
variations according to the day of the week and the season of the Church’s
year. Download for free https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray



Daily hope – offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship
services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone, 24 hours
a day – 0800 8048044



Daytime prayer and Night prayer service audio - building on the
existing daily prayer feed, this includes daytime prayer and night prayer
for each day, in audio and text. Texts available in both contemporary and
traditional forms for Prayer during the Day, Evening Prayer, Night Prayer
and Morning Prayer, taken from Common Worship: Daily Prayer.
Available on the Church of England website and as a downloadable app.



Sunday Worship – Radio 4 at 8.10am.



Songs of Praise – every Sunday on BBC1 at 1.15pm.



Choral Evensong – every Sunday on Radio 3 at 3.00pm, and every
Wednesday at 3.30pm.



The BBC's Daily Service – on BBC Radio 4 LW, at 9.45am and at
bbc.co.uk.




Mental
health
reflections
– 13
daily
reflections
(https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/mental-healthresources/supporting-good-mental-health) that seek to provide
hope, reassurance and comfort. We have also published five tips
(https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/mental-healthresources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips) to help
tackle loneliness and isolation.

Smart speaker apps – the Church of England’s smart speaker apps
enables millions of users to ask the Church of England for prayers,
explanations of the Christian faith, location-based information about
local church events and services, and more. It can be used with Amazon
Alexa and Google Home.
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Memories of Bishop Nicholas
‘A man of the people and a champion of "the lost, the last and the least”,
a Bishop that our Diocese has come to know and love.’ That is how
Bishop Nicholas, the 78th Bishop of Salisbury, will be remembered.

Original photo by Ash Mills

And from Bishop Nicholas himself, during the Evensong on 3rd July, to mark
his retirement, this prayer:
"Lord God, Thou hast appointed me in the church as bishop and pastor. Thou
seest how unfit I am to attend to such a great and difficult office, and if it had
not been for Thy help, I would long since have ruined everything. Therefore,
I call upon Thee.
"Amen to that. I might have ruined everything. If I haven’t, thanks be to God."
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Bishop Nicholas said his final goodbyes to the Diocese at the livestreamed
service from the Cathedral, and in return representatives from across the
Diocese said a resounding "Thank You". From in-person presentations to an
avalanche of social media posts, the Bishop could be left in no doubt that he
will be missed by clergy and laity alike.
Describing our Diocese as "God’s small miracle", the now former Bishop of
Salisbury thanked the churches of the Diocese for being "so supportive me
as Bishop, particularly in responding so strongly to my role as the C of E’s
lead Bishop on the environment."
He reminded everyone of his legacy vision saying "The Diocese of Salisbury
renews hope as we pray, serve, grow."

At the end of the service, which included some of Bishop Nicholas’ favourite
music and hymns and a final homily (here), Bishop Karen told her colleague:
"Salisbury has come to know you and love you. You have continued to
champion the rights of the deaf and disabled, same sex couples, and being
married to a Quaker has given you and Helen a shared awareness of the
needs of our partners in the Sudans, and a care for the environment and a
determination to support and speak out."
She said how the description of the Bishop as man of the people "has
characterised your ministry. Not a fleeting interest, but a deep concern for
the lost, the last and the least."
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Presentations were made in person by the Diocesan Mothers Union, the
Diocesan Guild of Bell Ringers, the Diocesan Board of Education and two
choristers from the Cathedral, all of whom thanked the Bishop for his
service. And, on behalf of the Diocese, Diocesan Secretary David Pain
presented Bishop Nicholas with a photobook, a card hand-painted by Nigel
Done, our Diocesan Director of Ordinands, containing all the messages
collated by the Sherborne Office, and a cheque.
Bishop Nicholas had also generously asked people to give to our Aldhelm
Mission Fund in thanksgiving for his ministry and so far over £3000 has been
donated to the fund in the Bishop's name.

In his sermon, Bishop Nicholas commented that "this is a time of enormous
and serious change. The tectonic plates of the world are moving in ways that
will shape the century".
Adding

that

Covid

had

changed

how

he

could

say

goodbye:

"We had hoped that Covid restrictions would have been lifted in June so that
this service could have been a big gathering of the Diocese of Salisbury. It
cannot be, but after such a difficult 16 months it is great to gather with as
many as are here and to know others have joined us online in a way that
now feels familiar.
"Meeting online has been a surprising gift during the Pandemic, and it
probably means more people are here than could have fitted in in normal
times. It has saved time and travel and others can watch again later."
Taken from Grapevine, Salisbury Diocese
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From Bishop Karen:
There will be a significant change in the life of the Diocese with the departure
of Bishop Nicholas. We give thanks for his ministry and all that he and Helen
have been amongst us, and we pray for them as they move to pastures new.
Bishop Nicholas has steered us through some significant times during which
we have had an emphasis on praying, serving, and growing as we have
sought to renew hope inside and outside the church. Politically there has
been much to bring theological insight too including Brexit and the Salisbury
poisonings and of course there has been the increasing urgency of
environmental awareness as we steward God’s wonderful world. All these
and much more have demanded Diocesan and national engagement and
commitment.
In one way we now enter a time of waiting as those from the Diocese elected
to the Crown Nomination Commission, with others, begin the task of
discerning who God might be calling to be the next Diocesan Bishop. Yet
Christians are not called to complacency, and the expectation of the arrival
of a new Bishop needs to be balanced by a commitment to the tasks in hand,
and the continuous joining in with all that God is doing in our midst. As we
emerge from the pandemic there is a calling to take stock, to do the looking
back and looking forward to see what we have valued and want to retain, or
8

where things need to be different; there is a real need to address some of
the challenges including the affordability of ministry and how we can properly
resource a changing church with realism; and there is an opportunity to
celebrate the new things that God is doing and join in with them.
In this time of change, I therefore invite you to join with me in the interim as
we tackle some of these challenges and opportunities together. As we do so
we can be encouraged by the helpful instructions given to the Church in
Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 5: 16 -18) ‘Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of Christ Jesus
for you’.
Bishop Karen

What’s On in September
Sunday 5th September 2021
Local churches across Britain and Ireland are
encouraged to hold a climate-focussed service
to explore the theological and scientific basis of
creation care and action on climate on or around Sunday 5th September
2021, ahead of November's international COP26* conference.
Parishes are encouraged to make a commitment to greater action to address
climate change in each place of worship and community, and send a clear
message to politicians: 'we want a cleaner, greener, fairer future at the heart
of plans to rebuild a strong economy’.
For more info https://www.climatesunday.org/
Worship at Milton on Stour on September 5th. Meeting at 3pm in the
Churchyard/Church at Milton on Stour for some wild worship.
8:00am Holy Communion in St Mary’s Church will recommence once a
month, on the first Sunday of each month, starting Sunday 5 September.
Eden Café, Loose Goods Shop and Terracycle Recycling in the Vicarage
School Room on Wednesday’s 2pm - 5pm; Thursdays and Fridays 10am 12noon, Sunday 11.30am – 1.30pm.
Come and have a drink and sweet treat, buy your loose goods straight into
your tubs, save and bring along your biscuit, sweet and chocolate wrappers,
crisp packets and pringle tubes, oral care tubes etc like toothpaste tubes,
bread bags, coffee pods, milk bottle tops, pens, felt tips and other stationary
items, printer ink cartridges and cheese wrappers. Please make sure you
have pre-sorted them into separate bags so you can speedily deposit them
in the boxes. Remember to bring a mask, to keep your distance and to
sanitise your hands on the way in and out.
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Free Breakfast Friday. Most Friday’s in the Vicarage School Room 8am 8.30am for a breakfast of cereal, toast, fruit and good company. A great
way to start the day with a tummy full, energy to learn and work and play.
Meditation Taking time aside to be still and quiet helps us to be open to God
and to one another. There are opportunities most weeks to join corporately
in meditation throughout the benefice. In St Mary’s Church, 10am on
Saturdays 4th and 18th, and on Thursdays 9th and 23rd September, 7.30pm in
the Eden Café.
Walking in Faith - Thursday 9th September
This month Walking in Faith will lead a walk as part of the Gillingham Walking
Festival. Leaving from the Town Meadow at 10am we will walk to Milton
Church and Langham Church. A walk of about 6 miles. To join this walk you
will need to book in with the Walking Festival on 07731 468428 or
Email: penelopepeat@gmail.com There are lots of other walks which you
can join, pick up a leaflet in the library or look online.
Harvest Festivals Time to give thanks once again for God’s good gifts to us
and for the farmers, producers, and all who make sure food and water and
all that we need is available to us.
Sunday 26th September St Mary’s Gillingham, 10.00am
Sunday 3rd October Milton on Stour, 6.30pm
Sunday 10th October Silton, 10.30am
Fundraising Harvest Supper, St Mary’s Gillingham - Friday 24th
September 7pm in the Vicarage School Room, Queen Street. Have a pie
and a pint …a simple harvest supper of pie, accompanied by other harvest
goodies. £15 a ticket MUST be booked in advance by Thursday 16 th
September with your choice of filling. Please book by phoning or emailing
gillinghamanglican@gmail.com
Christmas Fundraising at St Mary’s - Support the Church while
Christmas Shopping.
Bamboo/organic cotton socks from Thought and Bam, box sets of socks or
individual pairs. Soaps which are kind to the planet and the skin are also
in stock. Christmas shopping made easy while you get a great deal and you
also support St Mary’s Church finances at the same time. You can see the
selection in Eden in the coming weeks with new lines added in October.
With changing rules and guidance concerning Covid19 restrictions please do
continue to look out for the most up to date information on the newsletter and
e-mail which you can sign up for by e-mailing Carole
on gillinghamanglican@gmail.com The website ‘What’s on’ page also has
regular posts www.gillinghamanglican.co.uk. Please do remember your
neighbours who don’t have online access and print off the relevant
information for them if you can.
10

WALKING ST EDWARD’S WAY
Pilgrimage Walk with Bishop Karen
2nd – 4th September 2021
This footpath route between Wareham and Shaftesbury
Abbey has been developed by the Dorset Ramblers and was
waymarked earlier in 2020. Unfortunately, the planned
pilgrimage to celebrate this was cancelled due to Covid.
St Edward, boy king, murdered possibly on the orders of his stepmother at
Corfe Castle, was originally buried at Wareham. Later in 979, for political
reasons, his body was moved to Shaftesbury Abbey where it became an
object of pilgrimage.
In 2019 there was an archaeological dig in the Abbey and surrounding area
to try and understand more about the Abbey, whose influence spread far and
wide. ‘Shaftesbury Abbey: A Voyage of Exploration and Discovery’ involved
many volunteers, including schools, with students taught basic principles of
archaeology and doing some digging on site. The results of that dig are still
being analysed.
To celebrate the project, the acting Bishop of Salisbury, the Bishop of
Sherborne Karen Gorham will be leading a pilgrimage walk over three days
in early September. Each day will be a walk of some ten miles through varied
countryside, starting at 9.00am or 10.00am and ending at 4.00pm.
All are welcome to join the walk
Thursday 2nd 9.30am Wareham to Winterborne Kingston
(lunch 1pm Bloxworth)
Friday 3rd, 9.00am Winterborne Kingston to Shillingstone
(Lunch 1pm Winterborne Stickland)
Saturday 4th 10.00am Shillingstone to Shaftesbury
(Lunch 1.30pm Bedchester)
Bishop Karen would like as many people as possible to join in what has, in the
last year, become a permanent waymarked pilgrimage route.
The route ends by walking up Gold Hill to have some refreshment in the Town
Hall before a short service in the Abbey and gardens.
Follow on Facebook: www.facebook.com/st.ed.way
Email to notify you are joining: bishop.sherborne@salisbury.anglican.org
More details of the route: britishpilgrimage.org/portfolio/st-edwards-way
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St Nicholas Church, Silton
Following on from the very successful produce sales table outside Bagmore
Farm, which has been running since March, the Charity Giving Committee
was presented with a beautifully hand-crafted stall made by Keith Harris from
Manor Farm. It not only keeps the rain off the produce but is so much easier
to wheel in and out each day. The stall has raised an incredible £4000 + to
give to local charities and it proved to be a popular source of freshly baked
goods, fruit and vegetables throughout lockdown.
On Saturday 31st July the annual Summer Coffee Morning was held at Silton
Village Hall from 10am until 12noon. The Hall was full of good-quality brica-brac and books. Cake and produce stalls along with plants and fresh
flowers were for sale in The Woodhouse and there was a Raffle.
Although it felt as if there were fewer people at the event this year, possibly
because of the Covid-effect, nevertheless, the amount raised for charity was
well in excess of £1300, which made it all worthwhile. Very many thanks to
everyone who helped make it such a success!
Sheila Williams

News from Lui
The last time that I visited Lui on your behalf was 2013 and a lot has
happened since then. Civil war – pandemic, just to mention two world
events, but we managed to pay for two teachers to be trained! Unfortunately,
the training college has burnt down and we lost touch with our students. BUT,
I am delighted to tell you that Alex and Lillibert are teaching at the refugee
camp in Uganda and the preschools which I trained the ladies for are still
going strong. Well done, Gillinghamm, Milton and Silton – we may be small
but we are mighty!
Now I am asking for your help again. One of the Lui pastors, Ismail, has
been in touch asking for help to pay for his four children’s secondary
education. Although he works full time as a pastor in the refugee camp,
Ismail is not as well off as other church pastors. Of all the clergy that I met
in South Sudan his living conditions were far from adequate. £800 would
pay for his four children’s secondary education for one year. Can we help
him? The school year begins in January and they have all passed the
necessary exams.
Please, if you can help, let me or any of the clergy know so that I can transfer
the money to him, with Anne Powell’s help of course!
Jeannie Stevens Tel. 01963 371054 Email
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Come and join the Friends of Salisbury
Cathedral!
The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral is a charity that has been giving grants
to Salisbury Cathedral since 1930. Recent projects have included the new
level access to the cathedral and the installation of live streaming equipment,
the latter enabling services to be broadcast live onto the cathedral’s YouTube
channel for those unable to attend worship in person and during the national
lockdowns of 2020 and 2021 when the cathedral was closed.
These grants have been made possible thanks to members’ subscriptions,
donations and legacies. Annual subscriptions are £25 for a single
membership and £40 for joint membership. Members receive a Friends’
membership card, entitling them to visit the cathedral free of charge
(excluding ticketed events, concerts or parking).
They are sent newsletters and the annual report, and they receive invitations
to events: musical evenings, talks, theatre performances, holidays and the
annual Friends’ Day.
This year’s Friends’ Day is on Saturday 25th September in the cathedral. The
AGM is followed by a lecture given by journalist and author Christopher
Somerville, who will talk about his book Ships of Heaven – The Private Life
of Britain’s Cathedrals. Following the lecture, members can enjoy afternoon
tea in the cloisters, a short organ recital and evensong. For further details,
contact the Friends’ office on 01722 555190 or email friends@salcath.co.uk.

Dorset Historic Churches Trust Ride and
Stride Sponsored Cycle Ride
This takes place on Saturday 11 September 2021, and in previous years has
been an important way of raising funds for our churches. It is available to
both cyclists and walkers. You can go as far as you wish and visit as many
or as few churches as you like, and it could be an opportunity for a day out
with friends or family. If you are interested in ‘riding’ or ‘striding’ to support
our church funds you should collect a sponsor form and information sheet
from the Parish Office.

Milton Church Sponsored Walk and Tea
Saturday 11 September 2021
Leaving Milton Church at 3.00pm, returning at approx. 5.00pm for tea
Please join us for a walk and tea, or just tea
Cost £5 includes tea and a donation to Dorset Historic Churches Trust
Further information from Karen Doggrell (822263).
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Help! Volunteers needed at Alabaré
As we come out of lockdown, we are seeking to fill various volunteer roles,
Katrina, one of our Volunteer Co-ordinators explains:
Do you have extra time on your hands and are looking for something new to
do? At Alabaré we have various volunteer roles available across all our
services. If you have a passion or skill you can share, let us know! You could
help clients at one of our houses learn how to cook nutritious food. Are you
a keen gardener? Many of our houses have gardens that need some care
and attention. A few hours tending to flower beds and lawns can make all the
difference and if we encourage service users to get out and help weed then
all the better!
If you are a good organiser, there are many files of paperwork that need
sorting. “We just don’t have time to do important paperwork,” said a member
of staff at the veterans' home. “Help in our office working with us would help
the smooth running of our homes.”
Perhaps you have a skill that is easily transferable to help others. Are you a
hairdresser with extra time? Many of our clients would enjoy someone
coming to their home to have a haircut. Are you a fitness trainer? An hour in
the evening doing an exercise class would not only be fun but help keep
clients fit.
There are so many benefits to volunteering: “It was wonderful to feel useful
again. I loved the gardening and being welcomed into the Alabaré team,”
said George, volunteer at a veterans' home. “It was so lovely to be artistic
again organising arts and crafts for the Clients with Learning Disabilities. I
have been there for over two years and I feel completely part of the team,”
said Clare, volunteer at Barford Development Centre.
We presently have over 80 volunteer vacancies across all our services, or
we may be able to create a role that would suit you and what you enjoy doing.
Why not give us a ring and chat through some volunteering roles. Claire
Routh on 01722 344479 or Katrina Ffiske on 01722 344 470.
Email volunteering@alabare.co.uk
As well as volunteering, we also have opportunities for employed work,
particularly for support workers and team leaders across our homes and
these details can be found on our website at www.alabare.co.uk .
We are so grateful for your support, and do please get in touch if I can help
with any more details.
With very best wishes, Helen Inglis, Church Engagement Officer
h.inglis@alabare.co.uk
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Support for the Children’s Society
Firstly, thanks to all those who have so loyally contributed to this charity
through collecting boxes and Christingle. There is still a huge increasing
need for help from the Society amongst children, teenagers and young adults
at this difficult time. At the same time circumstances are working against the
success of collecting monies in the old way.
I have taken over the task of coordinating box donations since the illness and
death of Hilary Clarke, who was much respected for her 17 years of service
with great results. The future could seem less positive so we need to think
differently. Many of you may still like to pop loose change into your box.
However, if, like me, you use actual cash less and less you could consider
putting paper money or a cheque to the Children’s Society into the box.
I would like to start collecting the boxes at the end of September before the
campaign for Christingle begins a little earlier this year. You can return boxes
to the Church Office or directly to me at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham. Those
whose boxes have not been emptied in the last year are encouraged to
return them this time round. If you cannot get the box to me yourself, I could
collect it from you. What we want is a really successful outcome this year!
Thank you, Janet Botterill Tel no 01747 821601

Be-ee Friendly
We are a very friendly community here at Barnaby Mill and have a great love
of the natural world encouraging the birds, water creatures and insects to
visit us. Our garden is also a great source of joy from growing plants from
seed and maintaining the borders or just sitting in it.
But we didn’t know many of our human neighbours! So, we came up with an
idea. Having read much about the decline of bees and other insects and the
knock-on effects and also not really knowing those people up the road, we
thought that we could be-ee friendly with all. Ted, one of our residents, loves
to grow plants from seeds. Other residents supplied used yoghurt pots in
which to grow the donated bee-friendly nasturtium and cosmos seeds. Vera
started creating some art work to demonstrate what we were doing, and
Eileen began knitting little bees.
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There was great excitement when the seeds began to germinate and grow
and after careful tendering, it all came together at the end of May.
Ted and Eileen set out on a couple of afternoons with trays of plants
balanced on a shopping trolley, each plant with a little card depicting the
colour and species of the plant and a knitted bee !! and a poster on the front
of the trolley with the invitation to be-ee friendly and create a bee corridor up
Barnaby Mead.
We knocked on people’s doors offering them a free plant gift and leaving one
on the door steps if they were out. We were thrilled by how well we were
received and had some lovely conversations and came away with joyful
hearts, with the potential of making some new friends and enriching our local
community.
Following on, we have had letters of thanks and appreciation and as we have
been sitting outside at the front of the building or working, people have
stopped to say thank you, which is wonderful. We are hoping that too, the
bees and insects will appreciate a new source of nectar.
We are so encouraged that now we are beginning to think about next year
and how we can build on this corridor of bee-ing friendliness —- so watch
this space!!!
Eileen Piper
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From the Dean:
“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time”.
TS Eliot’s words have particular resonance every September. Back to
school; back to work; back to church; back to the whole range of familiar
routines, habits, and disciplines that the summer has disrupted. Since you
last read Grapevine you may have taken a holiday, whether a Covid-induced
staycation or an adventure further afield. Or you may have been made aware
of others taking a holiday. Perhaps you have welcomed them into your home
or your church (or perhaps you have found that your workload has increased
as you have covered for colleagues). Whatever shape it’s taken, the summer
has meant exploration, whether of new places or of our own reserves of
patience!
But the end of all our exploration is to arrive, and to arrive here. In
September. Where we started. At the familiar juncture where schools return,
congregations regroup, and office life resumes. Where normality reasserts
itself.
Will it, though? Eliot’s point is that when we arrive at it, the juncture is no
longer familiar. We know it as though “…for the first time”. That’s because
the exploration has changed us. Our expectations and assumptions are not
what they were when we started out.
Working in the Cathedral, particularly in August, I am reminded of this pattern
of change every single day. Our earnest hope is that when our visitors leave
the Close they are not quite who they were when they arrived. Perhaps they
will have watched one of the masons at work, and have been encouraged to
think about the gifts they might want to develop; perhaps they will have
learned that the building was raised by one generation, and have been
inspired to consider what their own generation might achieve. Perhaps in a
moment of deep stillness in the shade of the Trinity Chapel, or in a prayer
offered by a duty chaplain, or in an Eastwards-looking vista of captivating
beauty they will have turned their gaze to the God who longs for them.
If any of those is true then when they return home they will not be who they
were when they set out. Nor are any of us as we head into this autumn. We
may like to think of ourselves as human beings: in reality we are human
becomings. September is here. The month when everything begins again.
But we look at every new year with new eyes. We are on a journey. We start
afresh. Thanks be to God
The Very Revd Nick Papadopulos
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SEPTEMBER SERVICES
Sunday 5 September 14th after Trinity (Proper 18)
CW Lectionary Prov. 22: 1-2,8-9, 22-23; Jas.2: 1-10, 14-17; Mark 7: 24-37
08:00am Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Gillingham
10:00am Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Gillingham
10:30am BCP Holy Communion
St Nicholas, Silton
3:00pm Outdoor Worship
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 12 September 15th after Trinity (Proper 19)
CW Lectionary Prov. 1: 20-33; James 3: 1-12; Mark 8: 27-end
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Gillingham
10:30am CW Holy Communion
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
10:30am BCP Matins
St Nicholas, Silton

Sunday 19 September 16th after Trinity (Proper 20)
CW Lectionary Prov. 31: 10-end; James 3: 13-4.3,7-8a; Mark 9: 30-37
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Gillingham
10:30am BCP Holy Communion
St Nicholas, Silton
6:30pm Evensong
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
Sunday 26 September 17th after Trinity (Proper 21)
CW Lectionary Esther 7: 1-6,9-10;9.20-22; James 5:13-end; Mark 9:38-end
10:00am CW Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Gillingham
10:30am CW Holy Communion
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour
10:30am BCP Matins
St Nicholas, Silton
St Mary's Church is open every day 10am – 4pm
St Simon & St Jude, Milton on Stour is open every day 10am – 4pm
St Nicholas, Silton is open every day of the week
MID-WEEK SERVICES
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 10.30am

Threads through Creation exhibition at
Salisbury Cathedral
Salisbury Cathedral is hosting an exhibition entitled Threads through
Creation. The exhibition comprises 12 textile panels by textile artist Jacqui
Parkinson. Ms Parkinson took nearly three years to create the panels, which
are eight feet high and between four and 11 feet wide. They re-imagine the
days of creation described in the book of Genesis. The exhibition runs until
26th September.
For more information visit www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/events
From Salisbury Cathedral Friends
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FROM THE REGISTERS
BAPTISMS
St Mary’s Church
St George’s, Langham
St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church

11 Jul
24 Jul
25 Jul
08 Aug
08 Aug
15 Aug
22 Aug

Henry Rose
Dottie Butler
Bellatrix-Jo Thomas
Nina Chinn
Georgia Pearce
Huxley Collard
Emilia Walker

FUNERALS
Salisbury Crematorium 21 Jul
St Mary’s Church
27 Jul
Gillingham Cemetery 05 Aug

Josephine Weeks
Deirdre Light
Dennis Sharp

THANKSGIVING SERVICE
St Mary’s Church
30 Jul
St Mary’s Church
13 Aug
St George’s, Langham 01 Sep

Phyllis Coad
Doris Gray
Robert Gregory

Friends of Salisbury Cathedral – Secret Gardens of the Close and
Green Fair
The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral’s Secret Gardens of the Close event
returns in September and this year there’s a new attraction. The event, which
enables the public to visit gardens in Salisbury Cathedral Close that are
normally hidden from view, will include a green fair comprising a dozen stalls
with an eco-friendly theme. Secret Gardens of the Close & Green Fair takes
place on Sunday September 12 from 1pm to 5pm. As well as touring some
of the larger gardens in the Close and De Vaux Place, visitors can enjoy tea
and cake on the lawn of South Canonry, the home of the Bishop of Salisbury.
The green fair stalls include Harnham Water Meadows Trust, Plantlife and
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, whose representatives will be explaining what they
do and how the public can get involved. Salisbury Florilegium Society will be
hosting an exhibition of members’ botanical paintings in the Medieval Hall
and musical entertainment will be provided by recorder group Close Consort,
whose members will be playing in a number of the gardens.
Friends’ chairman Duncan Glass said: “The Friends are very much looking
forward to holding our Secret Gardens of the Close afternoon following the
disappointment of having to cancel last year due to the Covid-19 restrictions.
“The green fair will enhance this popular event and we look forward to
welcoming everyone to our flagship event.” Tickets for Secret Gardens of the
Close & Green Fair are £10 (under-16s free), and are available at the event.
For more details, contact the Friends’ office on 01722 555190.
From Salisbury Cathedral Friends
19

Care of Creation - Abundance
Caroline wrote in response to an article on the wild, in the July/August edition
of Impact. Her reflections were a gift to me which with her permission I share
with you now.
“Sometimes I think the sheer abundance of Creation can be a bit
overwhelming so I have started to try and focus on one thing at a time, which
could be a plant, a reflection, a tree, insect, bird etc - any one thing that I can
just “be” with for a few moments. I have found it leads to a deeper
appreciation of how all things in the universe are connected and complement
each other.”
A poem that Caroline discovered;
Let there be colour, let there be green,
let there be smiles that last much longer.
Let there be praise for nature, let there be love for the wild.
Let trees stand tall, let there be vision.
Let there be flight, let there be wind under the wings.
Let there be forests for generations to come, let existence be beautiful.
Let’s change a little, let’s conserve a little.
Chinmay Deshpande.”
“I resonated with that sheer abundance as my garden, Withy Wood, the
surrounding countryside bursts into foliage, flowers. It has been helpful to
just focus on one thing for a moment to give my attention to it fully, to marvel
at God’s creation in the particular and specific as well as the macro.”
Thank you to Caroline. I hope that these reflections might be a gift to many
of you as they were to me. As we will begin to transition into Autumn during
this month, the same practice might help as the leaves burst later in the
month into flames of colour.
Revd Eve Pegler

St Simon & St Jude 100 Club winners
July
Sheila Fricker
2nd Jill Fletcher
3rd Sheila New

August
John Bilby
2nd Arabella Heaton
3rd Sam Woodcock

1st

1st
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Crossword

– taken from Parish Pump

ACROSS
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into this grace’ (Romans
5:2) (6)
4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6)
8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5)
9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7)
10 Belgium’s chief port (7)
11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was plenty of water’ (John
3:23) (5)
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9)
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5)
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7)
21 ‘Your will be done’ … as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5)
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5)
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6)
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6)
DOWN
1 Popular Christian author
and humorist, Plass (6)
2 Transparent ice-like
mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7)
3 Method of compelling
surrender by surrounding
target of attack (2
Chronicles 32:1) (5)
5 Expose (Isaiah 52:10)
(3,4)
6 Lonny (anag.) (5)
7 Utterance (1 Timothy
1:15) (6)
9 Husband of Deborah, the
prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9)
13 Burial service (Jeremiah
34:5) (7)
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in Laodicea
(Revelation 3:16) (4,3)
15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net (John 21:11) (6)
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go,
that we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6)
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5)
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5)
21

Sudoku

– taken from Parish Pump

Wordsearch – taken from Parish Pump
The Parable of the Weeds (Matthew 13.24-30)
Ever wonder why there is both good and evil allowed in this world? Jesus
told a parable that touched on this subject – it is called the Parable of the
Weeds. It runs like this: Consider the world as if it were a field where a
Farmer has sown good seed. But then an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat. So when the wheat came up, so did the weeds. What to
do? Instead of destroying the weeds, and thereby risking the wheat, the
Farmer tells his reapers to wait and let both wheat and weeds grow together
until the harvest. At the harvest he will instruct the reapers to gather up the
wheat, but to discard the weeds. So do not despair when evil seems to thrive
in this world – there is a reckoning still to come, and justice will be done.
Kingdom
Good
Field
Grain
Enemy
Master
Gather
Root
Grow
Harvest
Barn

Heaven
Seed
Sleeping
Weeds
Servants
Sow
Reap
Let
Together
Bundles
Burn
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Recipe of the month
Apricot and Almond Granola
This recipe can be customised to your liking, and all ingredients can be
sourced from Eden Loose Goods Shop.
Choose whichever blend of nuts and seeds your like and, once cool, add
your favourite dried fruits. How about trying dried cherry and walnut, or prune
and hazelnut, or dried fig? Makes 8 – 10 servings
Ingredients
350g porridge oats (or jumbo oat flakes)
150g almonds (skin on) very coarsely chopped
150g pumpkin seeds or sunflower seeds, or a mix
100g soft brown sugar
50ml rapeseed oil
100ml cloudy apple juice
150g un-sulphured ready to eat dried apricots, roughly chopped
Method
1. Preheat the oven to 150°C/Gas 2 and line two lipped baking sheets with
baking parchment.
2. Put the oats, nuts, seeds, salt and brown sugar in a large bowl and mix
thoroughly. Add the oil and mix well to distribute it evenly, then pour on
the apple juice and mix it in thoroughly – the easiest way to do this is
with your hands.
3. Spread the mixture out on the baking sheets. Bake for 50–60 minutes,
giving it a stir halfway through, then leave to cool and crisp up.
4. Once completely cool and crisp, stir in the dried apricots. Store the
granola in an airtight container; it will keep for at least 2 weeks.
5. Serve with a little milk or thick plain yoghurt.
Carole Blackmore

Answers to Crossword
ACROSS: 1 access; 4 blinds; 8 rhyme; 9 loyalty; 10 Antwerp; 11 Aenon;
12 loftiness; 17 Satan; 19 Obadiah; 21 on earth; 22 storm; 23 exhale;
24 depths
DOWN:1 Adrian; 2 crystal; 3 siege; 5 lay bare; 6 nylon; 7 saying;
9 Lappidoth; 13 funeral; 14 spit out; 15 ashore; 16 Thomas; 18 teeth;
20 aisle
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Church Officers at St Mary’s
CHURCHWARDENS

Mr Tom Wickson
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
PCC TREASURER
Mr Mike Sargent
PCC SECRETARY
Mrs Meriol Cottrell
STEWARDSHIP RECORDER Mrs Helen Long
LEGACY OFFICER
Mr Tom Wickson
ELECTORAL ROLL
Parish Office

01747 833663
07873 407869
01747 821962
01747 825819
via Parish Office
01747 833663
01747 821598

Church Contacts at St Mary’s
BELL RINGING
Dr Teresa Goatham
FLOWER ARRANGING
Mrs Charlotte Armstrong
MOTHERS' UNION
Parish Office
ORGANIST
Dr Daniel Cummins
SERVERS
Mr Mike Sargent
VICARAGE SCHOOLROOM
Bookings can be made through the Parish Office

01747 823797
07873 407869
01747 821598
via Parish Office
01747 821962
01747 821598

Church Officers at St Simon & St Jude
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL
ABCD/GIFT AID

Mr Melvin Stroud
Mrs Christine Alexander
Louise Cotter
Parish Office
Wendy Braithwaite

01747 822317
01747 824655
01747 840355
01747 821598
01747 822566

Church Officers at St Nicholas’s
CHURCHWARDENS
PCC SECRETARY
PCC TREASURER
ELECTORAL ROLL

Mrs Anne Bridge
Mr Peter Williams
Mrs Sheila Williams
Mrs Sue Matthews
Mrs Sheila Williams

01963 31983
01747 840275
01747 840220
01747 840516
01747 840220

CHURCH OF ENGLAND VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOL
St Mary the Virgin, Gillingham.
Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Willoughby
Milton on Stour
Headteacher: Mrs Rhiannon Tidby

Tel. 01747 824446
Tel. 01747 822588
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Merrell’s Mobile Foot Health Clinic
Toe And Finger Nail Cutting In The Comfort Of Your Own Home
Qualified to treat those with Diabetes and taking Warfarin and
Steroids.
I am also qualified to treat ● Callus/Hard Skin ● Ingrowing Toenails
● Thickened & Fungal Nails ● Athletes Foot ● Verrucae

Contact Mary on 07809 738237
Mary Merrell SAC Dip FHPT/FHPP /Manicure and Pedicure
IMPACT Advertising rates for 12 months
Full page £135 Half page £75 Quarter page £40
We are offering FREE advertising for the remaining months of 2021 to
advertisers who agree to sign up and pay in advance for advertising in the
2022 editions.
Please note that IMPACT does not endorse or recommend any of the
companies or societies that appear in this publication.
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R A CLARE
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

PAINTING & DECORATING
Tel. 01747 831118 Mob. 07790368480
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L C HILL & SON

NorDDIS

FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

North Dorset Disability
Information Service –
Gillingham

Personal Service
Day & Night
CHOICE Funeral Plans
Memorials
Private Chapels of Rest

(near Lidl’s car park)

Tel. 01747 821010
www.norddisdorset.org.uk
 Buy/Hire new and second-hand
equipment
 Information and Advice
 Free NHS hearing aid batteries
 Volunteering opportunities

WATER STREET
MERE (01747) 860361
Telephone for arrangements
and consultations to be made
in the privacy of your own
home
or at the office if preferred.

Open Hours
10am – 4pm Mon – Fri
10am – 1pm Sat
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PRIVATE CARER
Tina Brown
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE






palliative
mental health
dementia
autism and down’s syndrome
complex care 24/7

Pop-in visits, overnight, respite

ALL AVAILABLE
Worked within the NHS & BUPA NVQ3
Insured, DBS checked, references.

Please contact Tina or Paul on
01747 826174 or 07775430457
Email: tinacares2@btinternet.com
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